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PART I. 



THE DESCEIfT. 



*' Is it not so ? The winter of the year, 
The winter of our life ; the wiaters all 
Of the past ages, rolliag on, appear 
To swallow up, and cover with a pall 
Our living summer-tides, and on their bier 
Strew ashes : an untimely funeral 
For which no drooping flowers their dew-cups rear. 
Nor e'en fimeral yew, the banquet-hall 
Of Death to deck, and give the grave its cheer ! 
Is it not so ? It is not : o'er the high wall 
Steals the grey dawn-light : see ! the mom is near ; 
Dig deep, and fear not ; 'tis death's funeral." 



L 



*'01d age is that which we all desire to aspire unto ; and when 
we have attained, are as ready to complain of as our greatest 
misery." — ^Dodd. 

The various orders of beings that inhabit this lower 
world are alike subject to the same law of progression 
and decay. As the cycling year has its spring, summer, 
autumn, and winter, so has every creature its rise, pro- 
gress, maturity, and decline ; man presents no exception : 
he passes from infancy to youth, from youth to the 
ripeness of manhood ; but no sooner does he reach the 
zenith of his days, than his sun begins to decline, the 
symptoms of decay present themselves, slowly, perhaps, 
but surely, and his future advance becomes a necessary 
descent, a downward course of increasmg infirmity and 
weakness, which at length finds its termination in the 
tomh. Whatever was man's original destination, it has 
been reversed by his transgression of the Divine com- 
mand, and his mortality is the punishment of his sin. 
Decay and death are the result of a sentence as certain 
and irreversible as the change of the seasons. As soon 
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may he arrest the withering leaf, the shortening day, or 
the gathering storm, as stop the tendency in his consti- 
tution to physical and mental decay. The period of his 
existence may he more or less extended, hut unless cut 
short hy premature death, the regular operations of 
nature are the same. Under former dispensations, long 
life was among the blessings which God promised as the 
reward of faithful and stedfast obedience. Many who 
were thus distinguished appear to have approached the 
termination of their days, exempt, to a great extent, from 
that painful decay of nature which time usually produces 
in the aged, both mentally and physically. When Moses, 
the leader of Israel, went up to the top of Pisgah, by the 
command of God, *' to die there," it is said, " Moses was 
an hundred and twenty years old when he died, his eye 
was not dim, nor his natural force abated.'* Caleb, of 
whom God had borne testimony, " that he had followed 
him fully," was enabled to say when claiming the inheri- 
tance which God had promised him, *' I am this day 
four score and five years old. As yet I am as strong 
this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me : as my 
strength was then so is my strength now for war, both to 
go out and come in." We have similar instances of un- 
abated vigour in advanced life in more modern times, and 
in cases, too, in which life has been spent in active and 
unremitting toil, both of body and mind. We have an 
example in that great moral reformer, the celebrated 
John Wesley, who on the completion of his eighty-fifth 
year, records his gratitude to God " for having suflfered 
so little by the rush of numerous years." While he 
admits a little decay in one eye, and in his memory with 
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regard to names, and that he could not walk, or run as 
fast as he once did, he adds, " I find no decay, in my 
hearing, smell, taste, or appetite, nor do I feel any such 
thing as weariness in travelling, or preaching : nor am 
I conscious of any decay in writing, which I do as 
readily, and, as I believe, as correctly as ever." 

A multitude of similar examples might easily be 
adduced, from the list of modern celebrities, such as a 
Sumner, a Palmerston, a Brougham, a Russell, and many 
others, but such cases are rare and exceptional ; they are 
referred to as wonders, and the surprise they excite 
evinces that they accord not with the common expe- 
rience of mankind. A tree may from peculiar causes 
retain its verdure when others are shedding their leaves, 
and passing into the nakedness of winter, yet this is no 
proof that the order of nature is rescinded. To the 
generality of the aged, the language of Barzillai is 
appropriate : " I am this day four-score years old, and 
can I discern between good and evil ? Can thy servant 
taste what I eat or drink ? Can I hear any more the 
voice of singing men or singing women ? " Usually the 
sprightliness and restless activity of youth, and the 
vigour and hardihood of manhood, are succeeded by the 
constantly growing infirmities of age, by days of dark- 
ness, and years which yield but little pleasure, and in 
which remaining strength is but labour and sorrow. 

The mental deterioration attendant on old age is 
peculiarly afflictive. Of this Solomon has given us a 
highly figurative, yet a truly impressive description. 
(Ecclesiastes xii. 2.) He depicts it as a time " when 
the sun, and moon, and stars are darkened : " when the 



6 THE DOWNHILL OF LIFE. 

understanding, the imagination, the memory and affec- 
tions, those superior powers which are in man what the 
heavenly luminaries are in the natural world, all undergo 
a visible and melancholy decay, so that their light, if 
not extinguished, becomes obscured, just as when dark 
clouds overspread the sky, and conceal from us the 
lights of the firmament, leaving little more than a 
gloomy glimmering twilight. In this state all mental 
application is oppressive. It is a toil to read, and what 
is read is soon forgotten ; conversation requires a painful 
effort ; society is a weariness, and solitude engenders 
melancholy, and querulous complaint ; passing events 
cease to interest, even domestic cares, and relative con- 
nections fail to engage their former attention ; the 
utterances become few and feeble, confined chiefly to 
events of former years, which from lapse of memory are 
narrated again and again, as if never mentioned before ; 
perhaps the mind becomes imbecile and childish, and 
falls the easy prey of various false and disquieting 
imaginations. What adds to the distress of this con- 
dition is, that the obscuration is final. In every period 
of life afflictions and distresses occur, visitations of pain 
and disease are experienced, by which body and mind 
are alike prostrated, yet the storm is usually succeeded 
by sunshine and calm, and these serve to obliterate 
their impression from our minds ; but now '* the clouds 
return after the rain.'* Old age is a period of continual 
sorrow, precluding the prospect of renewed health, or 
better days. 

The body undergoes a corresponding change. Every 
part feels and shows it. What a series of beautiful 
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similies has the royal preacher accumulated to represent 
the decay of the earthly tabernacle. It commences in 
some earlier than in others. Sometimes one organ 
fails, then another, until the decline becomes general. 
The first symptom of decay, however, noticed by the 
preacher, is the shaking of the hands. " The keepers 
of the house tremble ; ** the hands and arms which are 
made to defend the body, and which in the young and 
healthy are strong and firm, and well adapted to be 
" keepers or guardians," as they have been justly 
entitled, gradually lose their firmness as old age 
advances, and become weak and tremulous, no longer 
capable of performing, as formerly, their wonted func- 
tions. Then "the strong men bow themselves;" the 
shoulders, where the strength of the body is placed, and 
which were once able to bear heavy burdens with ease, 
begin to stoop ; and the legs and thighs, which are the 
main pillars of the fabric, bend and give way, and can 
no longer sustain their accustomed weight. See the 
aged, how they walk ! they move with tottering steps, 
and a stooping, feeble gait, first employing the aid of 
one staff, then two, and at length unable to walk at all 
but by the support of others. " The grinders too 
cease ; '* the teeth decay, and are mostly lost ; the few 
that remain become incapable of mastication, and thus 
fail to perform their proper work, " because they are few," 
thus the gums resemble a wheel of which the cogs 
are chiefly broken or worn away. " Also those that 
look out of the windows," the optic nerves, which 
receive impressions through the medium of the different 
humours of the eye, "are darkened;" the humours 
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becoming thick, and flat, and turbid, are no longer 
capable of transmitting objects with the same clearness 
and distinctness as aforetime, so that the aged seeing 
things only in a confused and uncertain manner, are as 
one that looketh out of a window, when a thick mist 
prevails, or the darkening shades of evening are setting 
in. *' Then the doors are shut in the street," diffi- 
culties and obstructions attend all the functions of the 
body; and because "the sound of the grinding is low," 
because the teeth are either lost, or rendered unser- 
viceable, indigestion is induced, with all its train of 
attending evils. The young and healthy sleep soundly, 
but the aged sleep with difficulty, and " rise up at the 
voice of the bird ; " they slumber rather than sleep, and 
the chirping of a sparrow is sufficient to awake them. 
''The daughters of music are laid low;" the voice, 
that wonderful instrument, almost endless in the power 
and variety of its tones, becomes feeble and tremulous, 
loses its harmony and dwindles into a creak, or scream; 
for this reason Homer has compared the aged to grass- 
hoppers, propter raucum vocein. The spirits, too, being 
less buoyant and active, and the hearing dull, the aged 
are less affected by the powers of harmony, and pleasure 
and merriment cease to afford delight. As men sink 
into the decline of life, they are usually rendered inac- 
tive and helpless, their former elasticity and courage 
forsake them, thus the aged ''become afraid of that 
which is high ; " the steep and slippery path is viewed 
with apprehension, because of feebleness ; and when 
they walk out, " fears are in the way," lest they should 
meet with some danger which they have neither strength 
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to repel, nor agility to escape. The vigour of manhood 
has been superseded by weakness, decrepitude, and 
imbecility, and these excite timidity and fear at the 
approach of difficulty and danger. Then the " Almond- 
tree shall flourish.'* This tree blossoms in January; in 
the depth of winter, and as the winter of age ap- 
proaches, the hair begins to change, first grey, then 
white, and, like the almond tree, withers and falls away. 
Even " the grasshopper becomes a burden." Little 
trials become grievous and oppressive ; evils which once 
would have been disregarded, or borne with uncom- 
plaining patience, now produce irritation and fretfulness. 
The least effort fatigues, and he whose hands were once 
strong to labour, and to whom the longest journey was 
as nothing, now finds himself exhausted by the slightest 
exertion. When the faculties thus fail, even "the 
desire fails." Persons thus advanced in years no longer 
delight in those things which formerly yielded enjoy- 
ment, and which are highly interesting and entertaining 
to others. The busy scenes of life are viewed as trou- 
blesome and oppressive, — political changes, the rivalry 
of parties, the fluctuations of commerce, the revolutions 
of states, subjects into which they once entered with 
the utmost eagerness, have lost all their former attrac- 
tion, and are regarded as matters in which they have no 
concern ; the pursuits of gaiety and pleasure cease to 
interest, the powers of enjoyment are paralysed, all the 
delights of sense have become insipid, even cheerful 
conversation becomes wearisome. Such are the jpliy- 
sical evils which come upon the aged, and which gra- 
dually increase with the increase of their days. The 
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foundations of the earthly tenement are undermined, — 
prop after prop jdelds to the influence of decay, — cracks 
and crevices become more and more visible in the walls, 
which shake and tremble with every blast, giving repeated 
and unmistakeable indications of its fall until at length 
the earthly fabric collapses, and sinks to ruin, and man 
goeih to his long home, and *' the mourners go about 
the streets." 

Rarely is the decay of the human faculties a solitary 
affliction ; in its train there are many other calamities 
which greatly increase the feelings of desertion and 
desolation with which it is often connected. It is 
usually embittered by the recollection of many dis- 
tressing bereavements. The aged have lost most of the 
companions whose friendship and society gladdened and 
smoothed the path of life ; ** for such is the course of 
nature," observes Dr. Johnson, *' that whoever lives long 
must outlive those whom he loves and honours. Such 
is the condition of our present existence, that life must 
one day lose its associations, and every inhabitant of the 
earth must walk downward to the grave alone and un- 
regarded, without any partner of his joy or grief, without 
any interested witness of his misfortunes or success." 
How bitter to the aged is the recollection that most of 
the friends and companions of their youth have been 
removed by the hand of death. One and another has 
been called away, until they are left almost solitary and 
alone in the midst of a new world that knows them not, 
and with which they have no sympathy, and of the mul- 
titudes with whom they have mingled in the journey of 
life, sscarcely any remain to console them in their 
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declining years, or to accompany them in the last stage 
of their journey. Their partners in the gay sports of 
childhood, and in the active pursuits of business, have 
gone to their long home. When their interesting 
appearance and amiable manners arise to their recoUec- 
tion, their heart is saddened by the thought, that their 
beauty is consumed in the grave, and that to the world 
their accomplishments are lost for ever. Few are left 
to whom they can talk of their mercies, or of the trials 
of former years. Life gradually contracts within a nar- 
row and barren circle. Year after year steals away 
somewhat from their store of comfort, and diminishes 
the number of their friends and associates, until scarcely 
any are left whom they can recognize as such. A new 
race has risen up around them/'^hose views, and tastes, 
and habits, are dissimilar to their own, and by whom 
they are regarded as antiquated, and belonging to a by- 
gone age. The same sun which shone upon them in 
their youthjftil days still sheds its rays around them ; 
but how different is its influence on their languid feel- 
ings, and their freezing blood ! The same spring returns 
which in their early days filled them with joy and glad- 
ness, but with what altered feelings do they now look 
abroad on the scenery of nature under the saddening 
impression of their own decay. On what was once 
esteemed lovely and interesting they are now disposed 
to write, '* The glory is departed ! " for it no longer 
appears decked with the charms which youthful fancy 
beheld in it. 

But the aged have often to bewail bereavements jpecu- 
liarly afflictive, which rend the tenderest and strongest 
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fibres of the heart, take away from life its principal 
attractions, its most endeared comforts, and throw around 
it a dark and saddening cloud which keeps deepening as 
they advance, excluding all hope of a return of former 
brightness. He knows it who has seen beloved children 
torn from his embrace by the relentless hand of death, 
children that had excited the fondest affection, and the 
most pleasing hopes, and respecting whom he had 
flattered himself that, in his old age and infirmities, he 
should find in their kindness and care a supply for his 
wants, a solace to his sorrows, and a refuge from his 
fears; and that, in his last hour, their affectionate 
attentions would soothe the pangs of expiring nature. 
But all these hopes were scattered by the fell destroyer 
of men, who smote first one and then another, until the 
bereaved father was written childless. He knows it, too, 
who has been called to behold the faithful companion of 
his journeys, the sharer of all his griefs, — her whose 
smile gave to every place, and to every enjoyment, a 
charm ; and with whom all his plans and prospects in 
life were connected by the tenderest associations, expiring 
before his eyes. What a vacuum did her death occasion; 
how gloomy did the dwelling, no longer illumined by 
the smile and voice of love, become ; how dreary the 
scenes, once so delightful, since they must be trodden 
now, pensive and solitaiy, without her whose countless 
acts of kindness, sympathy, and attachment, invested 
them with their principal attractions. What gives 
greater poignancy to these losses, is that they are irre- 
parable. Other losses may be supplied. The wealth 
that is lost by an unfortunate speculation may be 
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recovered by a more successful adventure ; reputation 
tainted by one act of folly, may be regained by caution 
and good conduct ; the desertion of a friend may be 
supplied by another more worthy of the name ; but will 
death give up his prey ? or can we, by any possibility, 
recall those who are gone down to the grave ? We may 
go to them, but they cannot return to us. Painful is 
the retrospect, when the aged, referring to the bereave- 
ments they have experienced, see nothing before them 
but a helpless age, a solitaiy pilgrimage and a lonely 
death. 

But children sometimes occasion to their aged parents 
pangs of deeper anguish than would have been produced 
by their early death. Of all earthly calamities none, 
perhaps, are so severely felt, or produce such an in- 
tensity of suffering, as those which are inflicted upon 
the aged by the neglect, ingratitude, and evil treatment 
of their children. Inexpressible is the mental torture 
endured, when instead of realising the fond anticipations 
of earlier days, and receiving from a numerous family 
those kind, prompt, and affectionate attentions which 
mitigate the pains, and soothe the sorrows of declining 
years, the aged see their children become perverse, un- 
grateful, and rebellious, addicting themselves to profane, 
dissolute, and intemperate habits, and in the eager pur- 
suit of low and degrading pleasures, or from base in- 
human selfishness, leave them to solitude, neglect, and 
suffering. The pang which unkindness gives is always 
proportioned to the degree of our claim to opposite 
treatment ; and those who could have borne in silence 
the neglect of a friend, the injustice of a stranger, or 
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the violence of an enemy, feel that to be abused and 
evil-treated, and deemed a burden by the children whom 
they nourished and brought up is insupportable. 

Poverty is a frequent accompaniment of old age. 
Heavy is the affliction when the decay of natural strength 
is associated with a diminution, or an actual withdraw- 
ment of the necessary supplies of life ; when want of 
food and raiment is connected with the saddening con- 
viction that the power to labour for them, as in days 
that are passed, is no longer possessed, and has been 
succeeded by infirmity and helplessness. And how 
soon doth neglect fall to the lot of him who hath waxen 
poor ! Harrowing must be the conviction to a right- 
hearted man, that he is felt and complained of as a 
burden ; and that the supply he is compelled by neces- 
sity to receive, is given to him with reluctance. Seldom, 
in such case, do the soft tones of affection and sympathy 
reach his ear ; far more frequently is it assailed by the 
language of cold insepwhjlity, or of stern reproach. 
Sad is the condition of him who has to endure in his 
latter days the pressure of pain and multiplying infirmi- 
ties, and who, with the recollection of better days press- 
ing upon his mind, has to struggle with poverty, neglect, 
and ingratitude. 

Thus far we have described old age, exclusively with 
reference to its mental, physical, and external condition ; 
enough, however, has been stated to excite sympathy, and 
to show how much the aged, generally, stand in need of 
comfort. Of all the periods of human existence, old 
age is that which pre-eminently requires consolation ; 
but then it must be divine, or it will be of little avail. 
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Then the anxious depressed mind looks round with an 
imploring eye, and asks, "Who will show me any 
good?'' But there is no response. The aged can no 
longer relish the pleasures which once amused, nor find 
relief in pursuits for which they are now totally dis- 
qualified. Outward comforts are withered and dried up. 
Nothing that the world can say, or do, or give, can sup- 
port and comfort. These are the years in which the 
Christian only can have pleasure. The sanctifying and 
consoling influence of divine grace not only gives sup- 
port under, but often so far counterbalances the infirmi- 
ties of age, with its attendant evils, as to inspire patient 
submission, and even overflowing joy. While the out- 
ward man decays, the inward man gi'ows stronger and 
stronger. He feels old age coming on apace, and sees 
one pin after another taken out of the tabernacle ; but 
every new symptom of natural decay gives him fresh 
occasion for holy exultation. " My hands shake,'' he 
says, " and are so powerless as to unfit me for all man- 
ner of work, but let them tremble ever so much, my 
soul can still lay hold of the covenant of God. My sight 
fails so, that I can hardly distinguish things which are 
immediately before me ; but by faith I can see Him who 
is invisible. I have lost my former relish for food; 
but I have meat to eat which the world knows not of. 
My deafness renders me unfit for the company of my 
fellow-iQpeatures ; but I can hear as quickly as ever the 
still Bin|ftll voice of God, and the soft whispers of His 
spirit. My memory is so treacherous that I forget what 
I said or did only an hour ago ; but I remember the 
years of the right hand of the Most High, and can think 
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with pleasure of the wonders of His grace. I have been 
stript and peeled by th6' death of those I loved best, so 
that I am left solitary, like a sparrow on the house-top ; 
but I am looking forward with joy to the time, now nigh 
at hand, when I shall meet them all again in the house 
of my Father and God. I am reduced to poverty, but I 
have treasures in heaven far more valuable than any of 
which earth can boast, and of which I shall shortly take 
possession." Now, what are the infirmities of age to 
such a man, to whom every instance of bodily weakness 
opens a new source of joyous reflection ? The more 
ruinous the tabernacle is, the sooner he may hope it will 
be taken down ; and then his sorrows will end, and his 
joy will be full. ** For we know," says the Apostle, 
" that if this earthly house of our tabernacle were dis- 
solved, we have a building of God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens." So true are the 
words of a Christian poet ; — 

" The soul reposing on assured relief 
Feels herself happy amidst all her grief; 
Forgets her labours as she toils along, 
Weeps tears of joy, and bursts into a song." 

No wonder ! when the mind holds fellowship with 
the Invisible, and the voice of God is heard in the utter- 
ances of the Gospel, admonishing, encouraging, speaking 
peace to the conscience, exhorting to patience, stimu- 
lating to hope ; when there is a sense of pardon for sin, 
and the prospect of unalloyed and endless bliss in the 
world to come, for which the present life with all its 
cares and vicissitudes is only preparatory. When such 
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is the case, what pain, what, anguish cannot be cheer- 
fully endured ? How many instances have been pre- 
sented in which the aged, under all the circumstances 
of weakness, infirmity, bereavement, and poverty which 
have been described, have been enabled to say, ** Filled 
with comfort, exceeding joyful in all our tribulations.'* 
The following case will serve as an example : — 

Some years ago, in the course of pastoral visitation, 
the writer was induced to enter a low cottage, evidently, 
the abode of poverty. A single glance sufficed to show 
that it was scantily furnished, and though cleanly, yet 
its general aspect was comfortless. I found only one 
inmate, an old man, infirm, and bowed down with years. 
He was seated by a small table, reading. I perceived at 
once that the book before him was the Bible. This 
a£forded me an easy mode of introduction. 

" I have called to pay you a friendly visit," I said, 
" and I am glad, my aged friend, to find you so well 
and profitably employed." 

" Ah, sir, I know not how I should get on my days 
but for t' comfort I get from this blessed book. I've 
become very feeble, and my eyesight is not what it was, 
yet I so love this precious book that I manage to read it 
through four times a year." 

Perceiving that a large number of the leaves had been 
carefully doubled down, I felt little hesitation in inqui- 
ring the reason. 

The old man replied, '* Why, sir, the reason is this : 
every part of God's word is good and profitable, but 
there are some parts that are so full of love and mercy, 
that they are specially sweet and precious. Now, when 
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I come to a passage of this kind, which I liken to 
cream on a milk-bowl, and have read it over several 
times, then I double it down, and when I have finished 
my portion of reading for the day, I look over these pas- 
sages again, and oh, what a feast of fat things they 
furnish, filling my soul with joy and gladness ! " 

Feeling my curiosity excited, I took up the well- 
thumbed Bible, and rapidly glancing over the numerous 
passages which had been noted for special reading and 
meditation, I could not but admire the wise and pious 
discrimination which had been exercised in their selec- 
tion, for every emphasized passage contained some 
precious promise, or some gracious assurance of Divine 
love, favour, or support. 

" Do you live alone ? " I enquired, 

*' Yes, sir, but I'm not lonely. I'm never at a loss 
for company, for the Lord is always with me ; He never 
leaves me ; and then we have such sweet talk together, 
and there is no one to interrupt us. Some time ago my 
daughter would have me live with her, but then she had 
a family, and the noise and bustle o' the children pre- 
vented me from talking to my precious Jesus as I had 
been wont, so I resolved to come back to my little 
sanctuary, and the Lord often makes it a very Bethel 
to me." 

** But do you not find it uncomfortable, and even un- 
safe at your age, to be here alone, especially in the night 
season ? " 

" Oh ! no, Jesus is with me by night as well as by 
day. It is true I've many sore aches and pains, and I 
cannot now rest at nights as once I could; but my sleep- 
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less hours, and they are many, are mostly my happiest 
ones, for I then begin of thinking over what the Lord 
has done in saving a poor sinner like me : and I call to 
mind His many deliverances and supports and blessings, 
and while dwelling on all He has done, and is doing, 
and above all, on what He has promised to do — on the 
heaven before me, and how soon I shall be there — shall 
be with Jesus, and not only see Him as He is, but be 
altogether like Him — I get so filled with joy and rap- 
ture that I forget all aches and pains, and often shout 
aloud upon my bed for joy, so that I am sometimes 
heard by my neighbours. They wondered at the first, 
but now they've ^ot accustomed to it, and only say, 'It's 
nobbut old Joseph praising the Lord.' '' 

** I see you are poor; I hope you do not suffer 
want ? " 

"No, sir, Tve no reason to complain : nay, I've much 
to be thankful for. My daughter kindly pays my rent, 
and I have two shillings and a loaf of bread from the 
parish ; then, as I have few wants, I get on tolerably 
well. Now and then I am in a little strait, but I tell 
the Lord all about it, and He is sure to come to my help 
in some way or other. Blessed be His Holy Name for 
all His mercies to an unworthy sinner like me ! " 

" Well, ere long your earthly pilgrimage will come to 
a close : what a happiness it will be to exchange earth 
for heaven ! " 

** Ah ! sir, the thought often cheers and gladdens my 
heart. Often, yery often, I try to climb where Moses 
stood when he beheld the promised land, that I also 
may catch a glimpse ; and when I do, oh ! how glorious. 

c2 
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and precious it is ! and these glimpses become brighter 
and brighter, 

* They give my ravish'd soul a taste, 

And make me for some moments feast 
With Jesu's priests and kings.' 

Then, like Paul, I feel a * desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is far better.' " 

" Then you do not feel at all unhappy in your solitude ? '* 

" No, no ; for as I've told you, sir, I've Jesus always 
with me, and in fellowship with Him I enjoy more than 
all the world has to give." 

After a little further conversation, in which the good 
old man gave me an account of his early life and 
conversion, and some portions of his subsequent expe- 
rience as a Christian, I took my departure, thankful for 
the opportunity I had enjoyed of witnessing such a 
striking example of the power of religion in rendering 
old age happy, even in poverty, bereavement, infirmity, 
and solitude. 

What has just been stated may be considered a 
digression, but it will serve to place more forcibly before 
the reader the contrast presented betwixt the aged Chris- 
tian and the aged sinner. In describing the infirmities 
incident to advanced years, our remarks have been con- 
fined solely to those evils which are experienced in the 
ordinary decay of nature, together with a notice of such 
sorrows as are produced by events over which the aged 
nave no control, but we have now to view old age in 
connection with the additional circumstances of distress 
which result from a life spent in sin and folly unre- 
pentod of. 
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In the aged smner the infirmities of years are often 
greatly aggravated by the sad effects of early vice and 
dissipation ; nay, in numberless cases a premature old 
age is induced by sin. Blind must be the man who on 
surveying human society, fails to recognise the fact that 
every vice is, by a Divine constitution of things, con- 
nected with misery. We bid him trace the history of 
any one with whom he has become intimately acquainted, 
and observe whether the chief misfortunes which have 
pursued him have not been brought on by his own 
errors and misconduct. This relation between sin and 
punishment is seen especially in the pernicious effects 
which vice produces in the human system. What con- 
stitution can endure without injury the irregular hours, 
the disorderly living, the vicious indulgences, the licen- 
tious pursuits, to which many addict themselves ? What 
naultitudes in this way undermine a constitution natu- 
rally strong and vigorous, bring upon themselves painful 
and distressing diseases, and a state of mind bordering 
on imbecility, if not actual madness. What numbers 
whose diseased, emaciated figures exhibit the aspect of 
decrepitude, decay, and premature old age, might have 
been strong and healthy had they listened to that wis- 
dom which has " length of days in her right hand, and 
in her left riches and honour." Dreadful is the sorrow 
of the aged when ** their bones are filled with the 
sins of their youth ; " when excesses committed in early 
life are felt in acute pains of body, in loathsome diseases, 
or in bitter reflections and upbraidings of conscience, 
Solomon refers to this, when in the language of admo- 
nition he says, "Lest thou mourn at the last, when thy 
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flesh and thy body are consumed, and say, how have I 
hated instruction and my heart despised reproof." 

0, ye, whose hearts are now so gay, who in the pur- 
suit of your vicious indulgences, turn a deaf ear to the 
counsels of wisdom, be assured that the day of retribu- 
tion will come ! Behold in the picture placed before you, 
what you shall feel when you become old. Mis-led by 
folly, overcome by passion, or deluded by self-flattery, 
you may now put away all thought of the evil day, or 
you may persuade yourselves that you shall carry with 
you to old age a freedom from the effiects of your vicious 
indulgences, but all this time, sin, like a subtle and in- 
sidious poison, is working in your system, and if it does 
not speedily terminate life, it will entail upon you a lin- 
gering and painful existence, marked by clouded faculties, 
an emaciated body tortured by pain and disease, and a 
mind irritated and soured, and rendered morose by 
gloom, self-condemnation, and remorse. 

How melancholy are the reflections of old age on a life 
spent without God ! During the gay and active scenes 
of life, sinners elude, in some measure, the force of 
reflection. Carried round in the whirl of earthly cares 
or pleasures, intent on contrivance, or eager in pursuit, 
amused by hope, or elated by enjoyment, they find a 
constant diversion from serious thought. But conscience 
cannot be always suppressed. Let the sober serious hour 
come, which sooner or later comes to all, unless all 
moral feeling be annihilated, or some infatuation 
shocking to think on possess the mind ; let the amuse- 
ments of life give way, the delusions of the imagination 
disappear, and criminal excuses vanish ; let time lay his 
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heavy hand upon the sinner, paralyzing his powers of 
enjoyment, and causing him to feel, by pain, and weak- 
ness, and growing infirmities, that his end is approaching 
— and then conscience places before him the events of 
his past life, and sets his secret sins in the light of 
God's countenance. 

An ancient naturalist affirms *Hhat the mole never 
begins to see till it is about to die." Without asserting 
the truth or falsehood of this assertion, we may affirm 
that many sinners never properly awake to reflection 
until the bitter experience of declining years assures 
them that the time of their departure is at hand. Then 
the recollection of the past becomes the occasion of bit- 
ter remorse. It exhibits a life thrown away on vanities 
and follies, or consumed in sin and thoughtlessness. 
No opportunity properly improved, no duty rightly per- 
formed. Offences which once he found it easy to 
palliate, now rise before him in their native deformity. 
He sees guilt mixed up with all his past actions. Oh ! 
painful review ! Privileges slighted, warnings disre- 
garded, a soul neglected, a Saviour crucified afresh, 
heaven contemned, and hell merited ! With what ingra- 
titude, folly, and madness does he now charge himself ! 
What bitter reflections on time wasted, and mercies 
abused ! What fearful apprehensions of impending 
judgments ! At the season when man stands most in 
need of support, how overwhelming is the weight of this 
additional load, aggravating the depression of disap- 
pointment, bereavement, infirmity, poverty, and old 
age. How miserable his state who is condemned to en- 
dure at once the pangs of a guilty conscience, and the 
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sorrows of declining years. " The spirit of a man may 
sustain his infirmity, Imt a wounded spirit who can 
bear ? '' 

To the aged sinner how gloomy is the prospect of the 
future. Amidst the lonely days of this period of life, 
truths, long since forgotten, rise to remembrance, per- 
haps connected with some of the tenderest associations 
of his early years — with a mother's teachings, or a 
father's dying admonitions, or with the solemn warnings 
of the sanctuary. He feels himself like one who had 
ventured on a sandbank within the course of the sea. 
Before he did so, he was warned that it could be walked 
on in safety only during the ebbing of the tide, for on- 
its return it would be entirely covered with its waves ; 
but regardless of the warning he continued to amuse 
himself with gathering shells and pebbles, unconscious of 
the lapse of time, and the turn of the tide, or the rapid 
rise of the waters. At length he looks around, and be- 
holds to his consternation that he is surrounded by the 
waves, and all escape cut off. Higher and higher he 
sees the waters rise. He knows what must be the result, 
that he must be ultimately overwhelmed. Death ap- 
proaches with every wave. Bitterly he laments his folly. 
He shrinks with horror from the catastrophe that awaits 
him, and beats his breast with all the agony of despair, 
while he rends the air with cries for help. But what 
does it avail ? He cannot save himself, and he sees no 
deliverer nigh. Such often is the case of the aged sin- 
ner, as with embittered feelings, and pangs of remorse 
and self-reproach, he exclaims, " Thou writest bitter 
things against me, and makest me to possess the 
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iniquities of my youth." "How shall I escape the 
damnation of hell ? '* 

But what has been described is far from being the 
uniform experience of aged sinners. Many, alas ! are 
the instances in which the aged transgressor evinces a 
total absence of religious sensibility, in which he con- 
tinues to retain the love of his former sins, to display the 
same disregard of the Sabbath, and of holy ordinances, 
the same aversion to true godliness which characterised 
his early life. Has he been addicted to associate with 
the profligate — to indulge in licentious and profane con- 
versation — to seek delight in scenes of revelry and de- 
bauchery ? — the means and power of gratification niay be 
no longer possessed, but it is evident his nature is un- 
changed ; he is still in love with sin and sinners, at 
enmity with God, and estranged from everything that is 
truly holy. What renders the case perhaps still more 
lamentable is, that the mind of the aged sinner is ren- 
dered obtuse by vice and infirmity, impervious to the 
light of truth, perverse, irritable, and alike impatient'of 
reproof and instruction, thus presenting a melancholy 
example of hopelessness, on which it is impossible to 
look but with feelings akin to those with which our 
Lord looked upon Jerusalem, and wept over it. 

It is always affecting to contemplate the condition of 
a sinner. The most attractive circumstances ought 
never to hide from our view the fearful destiny which 
hangs over his guilty head. But in the case of the aged 
transgressor who has become grey in iniquity ; who 
throughout a lengthened life has persisted in impeni- 
tence ; whose habits of irreligion, and contempt of God, 
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are all rooted and confirmed ; who is seen cleaving to 
sin, even when the power of enjoyment has left him ; 
who, when the world is forsaking him, still clings to it 
with eager and pertinacious grasp, and evinces an anxiety 
to put away the thought of death in proportion to the 
nearness of its approach ; — there is, in this case, a 
variety of circumstances affecting and appalling in the 
highest degree. There is an aggravation connected with 
his guilt, and an hopelessness attaching to his condition, 
alike peculiar and discouraging. On him the mercies of 
a lengthened life have heen bestowed in vain ; multiplied 
years have only served to multiply his sins ; life is 
coming to a close, and yet not one day has been spent 
to any good purpose ; nothing has been done for the 
soul and for eternity. Even now, under the distresses 
which embitter old age, with all his experience of the 
past, and the fearful prospect of the future, there is no 
remorse, no relentings, no indications of sorrow or con- 
cern, but, on the contrary, a mind encased in ignorance, 
prejudice, and error, and a heart hard as the nether mill- 
stone, clinging almost in sight of death, with pertina- 
cious grasp, to sin and the world. Hope, which in other 
cases supports us, fails us here. Such instances strike the 
mind with terror, as it thinks of the fearful consequences 
as they will be developed in a future and eternal world. 

For the purpose of illustrating the above description, 
the writer presents the following extract from his own 
diary. It may be necessary first to state, that one Sab- 
bath evening, at the close of the usual engagements of 
the day, he was urgently requested by a young woman 
of interesting appearance to visit her sister, who was in 
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a dying state. The case was one of a deeply aflfecting 
nature. In the very bloom of life she had been suddenly 
smitten with a disease which threatened speedily to 
terminate her existence ; indeed, the hand of death was 
already upon her. Her distress and horror of mind 
were indescribable, for she had known the ways of God, 
and had wickedly departed from them. On approach- 
ing her bedside, she said, " Oh, pray for me, pray ! 
pray ! " then, with a groan, which indicated how fully 
despair had gained possession of her mind, she added, 
as if withdrawing her request, *^ But it will be of no 
use, — no use ! God has forsaken me, and death is just 
at hand. How shall I appear before God ? How shall 
I dwell with everlasting burnings ? Oh, for another 
week! another day ! '' After some time spent in prayer, 
and in endeavouring to administer consolation to her 
despairing mind, she became unconscious; and, in 
consequence, I prepared to depart. As I turned from 
the door, deeply affected by what I had beheld, the 
same young woman who had acted as my guide to the 
house, again presented herself, and with eyes over- 
flowing with tears, she said, " Sir, my parents live just 
at hand. They are both old, and strangers to religion. 
They will not hear me. Perhaps, if you were to go, 
they might listen to what you may say, and especially 
at this time." 

We entered a neighbouring cottage. By the fire sat 
an aged woman, apparently a cripple, the evident 
result of advanced years. On the opposite side stood 
her husband, also aged, who had risen from his seat on 
our entrance. 
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*' This is the minister," said the young woman, '* who 
has been visiting my sister ; he has kindly come to see 
you, also." ^ 

I was received with that sullen kind of reserve which 
showed that I was by no means a welcome visitor. 

With the design of conciliating them, I commenced 
with a topic which I expected would awaken in their 
hearts a class of feelings favourable to the object of my 
visit. Seating myself, therefore, by the old woman, I 
said, " Your daughter is in a sad condition." 

" Yes," replied the mother, " she is ; she's very 
badly." 

" And the state of her mind is even worse than that 
of her body. It is a sad thing to neglect religion until 
death arrives, and to have distress of mind combined 
with distress of body." To this I received no reply. 
Still addressing myself to the woman, — " I perceive you 
are far advanced in years." 

"Yes, I'm turned seventy, and I'm sorely crippled 
with rheumatiz, so that I can scarcely get out of my 
chair." 

" Then you have surely begun to prepare for another 
world?" 

'* I cannot say I have." 

** What, have you not yet commenced to seek the salva- 
tion of your soul by earnest prayer to God ?" 

" No." 

" How then can you be saved ?" 

" I cannot tell." 

" But you must know, I conclude, that you are a 
sinner against God, and cannot be saved unless you 
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repent, and seek mercy by earnest prayer, as the pubKcan 
did, when he cried, * God be merciful to me a sinner ! ' " 

** I'm no scholar, sir, I cannot read." 

** But have you never heard that Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, came into the world to die for sinners ?*' 

" May be I have, but my memory's bad, I don't re- 
member." 

All these replies were given with the most distressing 
apathy and unconcern. Equally surprised and pained 
at meeting with such an instance of ignorance and 
stupidity within three hundred yards of a church on the 
one hand, and a chapel on the other, I turned to her hus- 
band, and said, " Well, my friend, I hope you know 
something about religion." 

'* Not much, I think." 

''Yet you are an old man, and cannot have long to 
live ; are you not afraid of dying as you are ?'* 

" Why? I expect I shall fare as well as most of my 
neighbours ; for I am no worse than them. I fancy a 
bit better than some." 

" Suppose that you are in fact no worse than your 
neighbours ; yet if they are in the way of perdition, and 
perish eternally, will it alleviate your misery that you 
suffer in their company?" 

** I have no doubt it would. However, there's not 
much danger of that." 

"Why not?" 

*' Because I don't believe there is a hell." 

" But is not God giving you proof of its existence in 
your daughter, in that agony of mind she is now 
enduring?" 
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** Ah ! the Methodists are t' cause of that. They 
have turned her head." 

Finding the old man was encased in an ignorant, 
hesotted infidelity, with which it would have heen folly 
to have reasoned, I endeavoured to place before this 
wretched couple their sin and danger, and having 
plainly and forcibly warned them of their miserable 
state, requested to know whether they were willing that 
I should pray with them ? 

" You may do as you please," was the surly and care- 
less reply. But though I knelt down to commend them 
to the compassion of the Almighty, they remained 
sitting, and indicated most unmistakeably the little 
interest they felt in the exercise. I turned to the young 
woman, who stood weeping at my side, and ofiering to 
her the only consolation which the case admitted, said, 
*^ Cease not to pray for their salvation ; with man it is 
impossible, but with God all things are possible." I 
then bid her adieu, and directed my course homeward ; 
reflecting with saddened feelings on the spectacle I had 
just witnessed, of two persons, aged, infirm, and drawing 
near the gates of the grave, yet rendered by sin and 
ignorance so hardened and careless, as to exclude all 
hope of salvation but by a miracle of mercy. 

Reader, how old art thou ? Perhaps, you reply, 
sixty, seventy, or even eighty years. Then you have 
attained an age reached comparatively but by few. 
During these years, how many mercies you have enjoyed ; 
how great have been your religious advantages. In the 
course of seventy years, you have had 3,640 sabbaths, 
and you have had means of grace, opportunities of in- 
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struction and admonition, both from God and ' man, 
in the richest abundance. What benefit have you 
derived from these advantages ?" Has your life, or any 
part of it, been a Christian pilgrimage ? When did you 
leave the city of Destruction ? When did you give 
yourself to God through faith in Christ Jesus ? Has 
Christ been your way, and holiness your walk ? Are 
you now living to God, and for eternity ? Is it pos- 
sible that, after having been preserved and privileged 
for so many years, you are yet destitute of religion, 
a stranger to God, without Christ, and without hope 
in the world ! How lamentable the spectacle, to behold 
an aged man tottering on the brink of the grave ; not 
sober and watchful, but careless and unconcerned ; not 
grave and serious, but vain and trifling, light and 
foolish ; not temperate and self-denying, but self-indul- 
gent and sensual ; not sound in the faith, but destitute 
of the knowledge of the Gospel, and contentedly igno- 
rant of Christ ; not abounding in love to God and man, 
but under the power of a carnal mind, which is enmity 
against God ; and towards man, selfish, covetous, angry, 
and morose ; not patient in affliction, but murmuring 
at his lot, and unwilling to bear the rod. Oh, unhappy 
man ! to what little purpose hast thou lived ! Miserable is 
thy situation even now. Under the distresses which 
embitter old age, you have none of the comforts of religion 
to support you. Your nights are wakeful, but you have 
no pleasing recollections on the past to cheer your 
solitary hours ; your flesh is pained, but you have no 
consoling prospects in the future to mitigate your suf- 
ferings. Instead of having reason to expect relief under 
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the burden of your infirmity, it is rendered more op- 
pressive, unless conscience has become •seared by a 
sense of aggravated and unpardoned sin. In a short 
time God will deliver you from the frailties of age, 
but it will be to deliver you to the pains of hell. The 
sins of a long life must be answered for; and their 
punishment is not less certain than awful. Your life 
has been little else than a " treasuring up of wrath 
against the day of wrath." You have seen the agonies 
of a suffering infant ; did not the thought strike you, if 
original sin be thus punished, what do the transgres- 
sions of a long life deserve ? "If those things are done 
in the green tree, what will be done in the dry ?" Oh, 
let the terrors of the Lord arouse you. Your opportu- 
nities of salvation are almost gone. Now, or never, you 
must repent and believe the Gospel. " Awake, awake, 
thou that sleepest, arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee life." Cry immediately to God. Say, " Save, 
Lord, or I perish ! " ** God be merciful to me a sinner ! " 
And, Oh, that He who listened to the cry of the penitent 
malefactor on the cross, may hear thy prayer, and save 
thee with an everlasting salvation ! 

But, perhaps, the reader may be one who has been 
made a partaker of divine grace ; as a penitent and 
believing sinner you have taken refuge in the blood of 
atonement ; you enjoy a personal interest in the mercy 
of God, through Christ Jesus. Bless God, who hath 
made you thus to dififer. Ascribe it entirely to the riches 
of His grace that you are not living now in thoughtless- 
ness, sin, and folly ; that you have been taught to think 
on your ways, to redeem the time, and to turn your feet 
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to His testimonies ; make it your great concern that the 
last portion of your existence may, beyond every pre- 
ceding one, tend to " show forth the praises of Him 
who hath called you out of darkness into marvellous 
light." 



PART II. 



TEMPTATIOIfS AEB DANGERS. 



" Poor tempted soul, what canst thou do ? 
Hope against hope that God is true ; 
His nature in His name confess 
His wisdom, power, and righteousness. 
The Lord, whom now thou canst not see, 
Whate er He is. He is for thee ; 
Believe, and thou shalt surely prove 
That God in Christ is surely Love. 

Till then on Him thy spirit stay 
Whose death has borne thy sins away; 
Conformed to Jesus in His blood. 
With Him cry out, * My God, my God ! ' 
My God, my God ! I hold Thee fast 
Till nature's latest pang is past ; 
Lito Thy hands my soul resign, 
And then, — Thou art for ever mine." 



11. 

'* ' Tis one thing to be tempted, 
Another thing to fall." — Shakespeabe. 

Temptations partake of the nature of tests or trials, 
they are something proposed to us either from within 
or without, which, if resisted, will contribute to our 
advantage, but if yielded to will involve us in guilt and 
misery. Temptations are common to every period of 
life ; no age is exempt, no condition can furnish a shield 
of defence : as we advance in the path of life they change 
as we change, and adapt themselves to our altered cir- 
cumstances. The temptations which assail us in youth 
lose much of their power as we advance in years, but 
then they are succeeded by others more suited to our 
altered feelings and condition, and perhaps more dan- 
gerous in their influence. In the temptations which 
assail us there is much of Satanic agency. The reality 
of such agency cannot be doubted by those who believe 
the Scriptures. Satan, the great foe of God and man, 
is deeply interested in leading men into sin and error, 
and this that he may prevent them from entering the 
kingdom of heaven ; for this purpose he is continually 
lying in wait to deceive, sometimes by the intervention 
of external objects, and at other times by working on 
our corruptions, or our physical and mental infirmities. 
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There are certain periods and circumstances of life par- 
ticnlarlj fayonrable to his attacks, and as he is eyer on 
the watch, and ready to avail himself of eyery opening, 
he neyer fails to improTe the adyantage. Thus it was 
when Job was suffering from the irritating influence of 
his strange and complicated woes, that Satan tempted 
him to curse God. Many of the temptations of Satan 
are of a nature not to be misunderstood ; their design 
is self-evident, — to excite a murmuring and rebellious 
spirit, by representing God as unmindful of us, or as 
dealing harshly with us ; thus he seeks to pervert our 
judgment, to inflame our passions, and to excite distrust, 
bitterness, impatience, or presumption. Or he ap- 
proaches the soul in a more covert and subtle maimer, 
and by reasoning not against God but for Him, he 
endeavours to cast the soul into despondency and un- 
belief, and to prevent it from obtaining help or comfort. 
Great is the distress which, in consequence, is sometimes 
eiq)erienced. Satan pays no respect to old age ; so far 
are the aged from enjoying an immunity from his 
assaults, that it is one of the periods of our existence 
which furnishes a special opportunity for the display of 
his subtlety. Of the temptations by which the aged are 
particularly endangered, and which bear more immedi- 
ately on the peculiarities of their condition, we notice 
the following : — 

Doubts as to their spiritital safety. — This often 
originates in their physical condition. The influence of 
several morbid diseases of the body upon the mind has 
long been ascertained. This will not excite surprise if 
we consider the intimate connexion which subsists 
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between them. There are diseases which are well-known 
to produce a gloomy and distressing temperament, 
causing persons to view everything through an alarming 
and dismaying medium, and to draw towards themselves 
all that is distressing. Every object then presented to 
the mind assumes the deep tinge of its own gloom, and 
an unhappy facility is acquired in perverting every topic 
of encouragement and consolation. The prevalence of 
this morbid affection produces in some fixed melan- 
choly; but even the slighter diffusion of it may be 
attended with the most trying irritation and depression. 
In prosperity, when external circumstances are generally 
agreeable, it sometimes turns the fair face of nature 
into an universal blank, and, as in the case of the poet 
Cowper, embitters every enjoyment. But in old age, 
and in the circumstances of weakness, infirmity, destitu- 
tion, bereavement, and suffering, with which it is often 
attended, its operation is still more distressing: the 
gloom which it throws over all external objects extends 
also to the spiritual condition ; the most painful appre- 
hensions are indulge, and little is seen but what pro- 
duces perplexity and disquietude. This is a state of 
mind peculiarly favourable to the designs of Satan, and 
of which he never fails to take advantage. Then it is 
that he assails us with doubts of the genuineness of our 
experience, places before us in fearful array our mani- 
fold failures and defects, infuses into the mind the most 
harrassing suggestions as to our assurance of the divine 
flavour, and urges the inquiry with distressing per- 
severance, " If the Lord be for you, why are you thus— 
why are you made to suffer thus severely V Thus he 
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seeks to wrest from us our confidence in God, and to 
overwhelm us with doubt and fear. I have known per- 
sons in such case poor in spirit, hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness, glorying in the cross of Christ, firm 
in their attachment to His cause and people, and willingly 
bearing His reproach, yet by listening to the tempta- 
tions of Satan in a dark and gloomy day, have cast away 
their confidence, concluding that they had neither part 
nor lot in the matter, and that their heart was not right 
in the sight of God. Aged reader, we would not have 
you ignorant of Satan's devices. While conscious that 
you hate sin, and desire nothing so much as to love, and 
serve, and honour God, are you yet harrassed by tempta- 
tion ? Is your soul distressed and cast down by doubts 
and fears, then examine carefully the cause ; say with 
David, "Why art thou cast down, O my soul, and 
why art thou disquieted within me?" Perhaps you 
have been listening to the voice of the tempter rather 
than to the voice of God, or you have suffered your 
feelings to overcome your faith so that you have lost 
your confidence in God ; no won'Ser, therefore, that 
you have become the subject of depression and fear- 
fulness. Without a sure trust in God, as your God 
reconciled in Christ, there can be neither stability nor 
comfort in the day of trial. This is the anchor of the 
soul both sure and steadfast. Nothing else will hold in 
the time of its tribulation. The increasing storm will 
drive it from its moorings, and toss it to and fro, like a 
vessel which having lost its helm floats at the mercy of 
the winds and waves. That which alone can shield you 
from the fiery darts of the wicked one, and support you 
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now when your strength faileth, and earthly comforts 
diminish, is a scriptural confidence in God. The firmer 
your conviction of His pardoning love, the more stead- 
fastly will you repose on the certainty of His care and 
preservation. How was it that the saints of old time 
were so joyful and triumphant in their manifold trials, — 
was it not because they were strong in faith, giving glory 
to God? The 11th chapter of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews presents a striking display of this truth. It 
exhibits a host of worthies ** who through faith subdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of 
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were 
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, put to flight the 
armies of the aliens." A lively faith enables us to 
rejoice in God's paternal care and love. This is enough 
of itself, without any thing additional, to warrant every 
expectation. It contains in itself a ready answer for 
every doubt, and will expand into length and breadth 
enough to cover every sorrow. ** There," you say, 
" even there is the very bitterness of my case ; I want 
that faith which should give me an interest in the 
Sa^dour, and aflFord comfort to my soul. I can lament, 
but I cannot believe : my grief is not so great as my 
infidelity. I see others full of peace and joy in believing, 
but my earthly, stony heart cannot raise me up to any 
comfortable apprehension of my Saviour. Neither have 
I that blessed assurance of which some speak such high 
and excellent things." But let me advise you to beware, 
lest by listening to the suggestions of the evil one, and 
the unbelieving reasonings of your own heart, you mis- 
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take your condition, and ungratefully deny what Q-od 
has really done for you. You say you have no faith, 
why then do you bemoan the want of it ? You cannot 
deny that you belieye the truth of all God's promises. 
You acknowledge that He could not be what He is, were 
he not faithful and true, yea, truth itself. You cannot 
doubt that Christ died for sinners, the vilest and worst, 
and that His blood cleanseth from all sin ? You cannot 
but giant His willingness to save all that come unto 
Him, inasmuch as He hath said, " Whosoever cometh 
unto me, I will in no wise cast him out." Is it not also 
true that you are willing, wishfiil, anxious, to come to 
Him, and be saved by Him, because you are persuaded 
that ^^ He is able to save to the uttermost,'* and that 
besides Him there is no other Saviour. Then these are 
all marks of true faith, as far as they go ; only one step 
farther, and your salvation is certain — certain as God is 
true, as the atonement of Christ is all efficacious. 
Accept the Saviour's grace, — throw yourself into the 
arms of His goodness,: — be resolved to trust in Him 
with your whole soul, to repose simply upon Him for 
forgiveness and salvation ; reason not, doubt not, fear 
not ; listen to no voice but His ; think not of what you 
have done or left undone, but of the grace that can save 
the chief of sinners, and therefore can save you. Plead 
not the heaviness of your feelings, or the gloom that 
overshadows you ; feeling is no criterion of grace ; we 
are to live not by feeling but by faith, — faith in the Son 
of God, ''who hath loved us, and redeemed us unto God 
by His own blood." The feelings of the mind, like the 
state of the body, will be subject to vicissitudes. When 
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the former are lively, elevated, and joyous, be thankful 

to that blessed Spirit who is the fountain of all grace 

and consolation ; but when you are low, depressed, and 

gloomy, be not cast down as if God had forsaken you ; 

in the exercise of steadfast faith, commit yourself to Him 

in well-doing, so shall He turn your darkness into day. 

The true reason why Christians are so accessible to fear 

and perplexity is, that they do not sufficiently trust in 

God. 

" for a strong and lasting faith 
To credit what the Almighty saith, 
To embrace the message of His Son 
And call the joys of heaven my own.' ' 

Closely allied to what has been advanced are tempta- 
tions to irritability and fretfulness. In these, as in the 
preceding case, may be traced a mixture of human infir- 
mity and Satanic agency. There is in some persons a 
natural propensity to turn from the many blessings of 
their lot, to dwell and brood upon its evils and annoy- 
ances. It is not so much the effect of that gloom, just 
alluded to, which is generated by occasional disease, as 
an habitual bias of their nature, to be ever repining and 
complaining, persistently to turn away from the many 
pleasant things which they might contemplate, to look 
fixedly, and almost constantly on things painful and 
disagreeable. They resemble a person standing in the 
midst of scenery, presenting hill and valley, fields and 
hedge-rows, lakes and running streams, but then he 
sees just before him a little manufactory with its smoky 
chimney, and a cluster of poor dingy-looking cottages ; 
now how strange would it appear, if when his attention 
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was directed to the many beantiful objects which the 
Bccnery presented, he shoold reply, " Yes, yes, it is all 
very well, but the beauty of the whole is defaced by 
yonder horrid smoke, and them miserable cottages. I 
cm see nothing else for 1 )oking at them." Strange as 
it would seem, it is in fact the conduct of many. 
They have blessings, but they will not look at them, 
they perversely persist in keeping their eye fixed on 
what they deem the annoyances of their condition. It 
is as if a thorn had pierced their hand, but instead of 
trying to extract it, and to mollify the pain by a little 
healing balm, they thrust it farther in, and promote 
inflammation by irritating the wound. It is well 
known, when the mind acquires this persistent habit of 
looking in one direction only, and of brooding over one 
class of ideas, how soon it becomes blinded to every 
thing bright and consoling, and the individual is led to 
the conclusion that he is of all men the most mise- 
rable. This unhappy bias usually acquires strength 
and prominence in old age : the infirmities which gene- 
rally attend it operate upon the mind in such case like 
so many irritating sores, causing perpetual fretfulness 
and complaint. I have often conversed with aged 
people about their cares and trials, from whom I could 
elicit nothing but expressions of dissatisfaction and 
misery ; and this has arisen from an ingenious but per- 
verse method of looking at the evils of their condition 
through a magnifying medium, so that they have grown 
and enlarged to such a size as to exclude from their 
vision every thing of an opposite nature. Their minds, 
from the force of habit, seemed incapable of thinking 
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but in one direction. If their long age was spoken of, 
it was nought but labour and sorrow. If friends were 
mentioned, they were forgetful, and wanting in sym- 
pathy and kindness. If alleviations were referred to, it 
called forth a peevish detail of pains and langours, of 
soiTowful days, and restless nights. It is to be hoped 
that such extreme cases are rare, but the unhappy bias 
of nature which originates them is not uncommon, and 
they may serve to show whither this constitutional 
failing will lead if it be not checked and subdued by 
Divine grace. And how favourable is such a state of 
mind to Satanic agency and malevolence. It gives the 
tempter a special advantage in executing his purpose — to 
close the mind of the sinner against all right thought 
and reflection, and thus to keep him in a state of hard, 
unfeeling insensibility, without God, without Christ, 
and without hope in the world. 

Is the reader one who has suflFered by this unhappy 
bias of a fallen nature ? Though it may be subdued by 
the regenerating grace of God, there will still remain a 
necessity to strengthen and fortify your heart against 
the temptations which may yet arise from it. Now, 
especially in the time of old age, when earthly comforts 
are failing, and infirmities increasing, Satan will not be 
wanting in efforts, to direct and keep your mind fixed 
on all that is painful in your condition to the exclusion 
of every bright and consoling consideration. With the 
view of assisting you in counteracting his designs, I 
would remind you that there is nothing peculiar in the 
sufferings or inconveniences you experience, or which 
need prevent the enjoyment of internal peace and com- 
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fort. The greater part of what you endure has arisen 
in the common course of nature, and is what you had 
every reason to expect in connexion with protracted 
years. Are not the infirmities you experience, such as 
the dim eye, the tottering step, the tremhling frame, 
the aching limh, the restless and wearisome nights, 
the usual attendants of old age ? Have you then any 
just reason to complain of what the constitution of 
your being imposes on all ? Did you expect that for 
your sake Providence would interpose to save you from 
the common lot of men? Has your devotedness to 
God, your eminency in holiness, your usefulness been 
such as to justify such an idea ? Whether you con- 
template the animal, the vegetable, or the intellectual 
kingdom, you may trace the uniform operation of the 
same law. Whatever presses towards maturity, no 
sooner reaches that point, than it begins to verge 
towards decay. The feebleness of age is as natural as 
for the stalk to bend under the ripened ear, or for the 
autumnal leaf to change its hue. To this law all who 
have gone before have submitted, and to it all who come 
after must submit. It extends alike to all, whether 
poor or rich, despised or honoured, foolish or wise ; 
yea, wicked or righteous. Such, indeed, was not the 
original condition of our being. It is the sad con- 
sequence of sin. God made man upright and immortal, 
but by one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned. Man withers because he is a sinner, and 
because it is the law of his Creator in reference to him 
as such, that he shall be tending to the tomb from the 
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first moment of his entrance on his earthly pilgrimage. 
It is not, however, the trials even of old age that need 
prevent the enjoyment of peace and consolation. The 
chief materials of happiness are within us, and are to 
be found in the favour and enjoyment and God. Without 
this no age can yield enjoyment. Could you enjoy per- 
petual youth and vigour, yet if sin were to reign in your 
heart, you would be restless and unhappy. You have 
passed through the different phases of childhood, youth, 
and mature age, and in each you found equal occasion 
for dissatisfaction, restlessness, and complaint. So true 
it is that sin and misery are inseparable, and whilst man 
remains under the control of sin, no outward circum- 
stances can impart true satisfaction and enjoyment. 
Whereas to the pious, no period of life is insupportable 
because they draw their chief happiness from sources 
which are independent of age and time. The value of 
piety does not diminish but increase with advancing 
years. Cultivate its true spirit, and it will reverse your 
former views and feelings, and instead of fretting and 
repining because of the trials and annoyances you expe- 
rience, you will look abroad under a brighter influence, and 
dwell upon your mercies and advantages, and you will 
also look upward and onward, and anticipate by faith, a 
better world — a happier state of things, in which the 
evils of your condition will have no place. 

Uncharitableness is one of the common vices of the 
aged, against which they should especially guard. Their 
proneness to this evil arises from various causes. It is 
induced by the altered state of society. In the progress 
of a long life the aged have gradually seen a new gene- 
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ration of men rise up around them, adopting new views, 
new habits, and principled of action diflFering from their 
own ; the character of society has been to a considerable 
extent changed, and, as it seems to them, much for the 
worse ; it is therefore no uncommon thing to find the 
aged at declared enmity with the whole system of 
modem ideas aud customs, bitterly complaining of the 
growing depravity of the world, and of the follies and vices 
of the present generation. All things in their view are 
fast hastening to ruin, the certain consequence of depart- 
ing from the good habits prevalent in their youth. Part 
of this may be fairly imputed to the infirmities of age, 
and the gloom it naturally produces. The world is not 
really altered, some of its habits may be changed, but 
its character remains the same. Such complaints are 
not new ; they were made by the aged in former times 
as well as the present ; the reason is plain, the follies 
and vices of former times pass away, and are forgotten ; 
those which are present awaken observation and call 
forth censure. This failing of the aged arises, too, 
from their long experience of the follies and vices of 
mankind, and a bitter remembrance of wrongs, losses, 
and sufferings occasioned by their selfishness, deception, 
injustice, and depravity. Practised in the ways of men, 
they are rendered suspicious of design and fraud, for 
the knowledge and distrust of mankind often go 
together. In their reminiscences of the past, the same 
disposition which leads them to brood over the faults 
and vices of others causes them to overlook their own ; 
and while dwelling with acrimonious feeling on the 
injuries they have received from their fellow-men, to 
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pass by the many benefits they have derived from 
them, thus fchey are led to indulge in sweeping and 
indiscriminate censures upon all. Those, too, in whom 
they once had confidence have been removed by death, 
and they are now surrounded by comparative strangers, 
whom they regard with coldness and distrust. Even 
the attentions they occasionally receive are often viewed 
with suspicion as probably proceeding from unworthy 
motives. Unable to shake off their gloomy impressions 
by the occupations of active life, or intercourse with 
enlivening society, they are apt to nurse in solitude and 
silence their misanthropic views of mankind. Even 
the gaiety and amusements of youth give them pain ; 
yet nothing can be more unjust than to regard with 
peevish disgust, or ill-natured censure, pleasures which 
they once enjoyed themselves, but which age now ren- 
ders them incapable of indulging any longer. This 
censorious temper both aggravates the uneasiness of 
the aged, and causes them to be regarded with dislike 
as splenetic, censorious, and ungrateful, by those who 
might otherwise contribute to their comfort. 

We have presented a melancholy picture, but one 
which is too often realised when the influences which 
have been noticed are found operating on a sinful and 
unrenewed nature. And where shall we find an effectual 
check and cure, but in the religion of Jesus Christ, 
which consists in love to God and man, and by its 
renewing and sanctifying power, 

*' Lays the rough paths of peevish nature even, 
And opens in the heart a little heaven." 

Take a picture of another kind. One of the most 

£ 
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pleasing objects we can contemplate is that of an aged 
person who has been largely baptized with the spirit of 
heavenly charity. Regarding all mankind with a feeling 
of forbearance, complacency, and good-will, he turns 
away from the contemplation of their errors and failings, 
and is ever looking out for the signs and symptoms 
which betoken that the sum of human virtue and hap- 
piness is increasing. The injuries he has received he 
palliates, for he refers to his own faults and frailties, 
and prays that they may be forgiven, as he hopes to be 
forgiven himself. Instead of brooding in silence over 
his own wrongs, or the follies of others, he solaces 
himself by reflecting on the good he has witnessed, and 
the kindnesses he has met with. In the place of 
querulous complaints, or bitter invectives, the law of 
kindness dwells upon his lips. The young he regards 
with pleasurable feelings, for he remembers the days 
when he felt and thought as they do now. Wherever 
he goes he is welcome, for he bears the aspect of con- 
tentment, peace, and love. No one doubts his religion, 
for the image of the God of love is upon him. No one 
questions his future happiness, for he lives in the 
vestibule of the heavenly temple. In all his intercourse 
with others he inspires veneration and respect, and calls 
forth the exclamation, ** What a loving, lovely, and 
happy old man ! *' Let the reader look at these two 
pictures, and say, which of the two he would have 
realized in his own experience. The one is intended 
for warning, the other for encouragement. Be assured 
that the only way to render your declining years 
honourable and happy, useful to others, and promotive 
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of the Diyine gloiy, is to be made a partaker of that 
heavenly charity '^ which snffereth long and is kind : 
which beareth all things, belieyeth all things, hopeth 
all things, and never faileth." 

The fear of death is a common temptation of thf 
aged. Death is an event which it is impossible for th^: 
hnman mind to contemplate with indifference : in itself 
it is awfdl, the object of instinctive aversion ; every 
thing that has life flees from it. Dreadfol as death is 
to all sentient beings, it is yet more dreadfol to man, 
becanse by the gift of reason he is capable of reflecting 
on its evils. Who hath not trembled in the anticipa* 
tion ? Who hath not felt nnntterable emotions as he 
hath beheld the victim of death stretched forth in 
humiliation and helplessness, for how much there is in 
death to excite melancholy and dread. There is the 
novelty of the case, — ^who knows what it is to die ? No 
one has ever returned from the struggle to tell what is 
meant by a conflict with the last enemy, and our own 
experience can furnish us with no assistance ; imagina- 
tion, therefore, which usually magnifies an unknown 
evil, is left to cherish its worst and most gloomy anti- 
cipations. We think how awful must be the stroke 
which separates the soul from its earthly tabernacle, 
and reduces the body, now warm and animated, into a 
lifeless clod. Then there are all the fearful harbingers 
of dissolution. Death is usually preceded by dis- 
tressing pains and afflictions. The house must be 
shaken before it comes down. The fortress must be 
assaulted before a breach be effected. The vessel must 
be tossed by the storm before it be broken in pieces. 

£ 2 
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The fear of death is naturally unavoidable : we instinc- 
tively shrink from it, and view it with dread, as we 
should any fearful calamity which would involve us in 
suflFering, or occasion the amputation of a limb : it is, 
therefore, an innocent fear. A person may be a true 
Christian, and yet feel afraid in the prospect of death. 
He may have just ground for concluding that his peace 
is made with God, and possess a clear sense of His 
pardoning and sanctifying mercy, and yet may have 
many anxieties and forebodings with regard to the trying 
hour. Death often becomes a sore temptation to some 
who are earnestly endeavouring to prepare for it. The 
monster may be deprived of his sting, and yet his 
appearance may be painfully repulsive. It is still a 
declaration of God's displeasure against sin, and natu- 
rally excites anxiety and apprehension. The prospects 
on the other side of Jordan may be attractive and 
animating, and yet the sight of its deep and troubled 
waters may cause an inward shrinking. Of this natural 
feeling Satan often takes advantage, and renders it 
the occasion of much distress and perplexity of mind ; 
yet proper consideration will establish the conclusion 
that these fears are in a great measure groundless. The 
pains of death at the longest can be but short, and are 
probably less severe than what have been experienced on 
many previous occasions. The passages of death are 
often more terrifying than death itself. It is to the 
force of the imagination that it owes its chief power to 
alarm and depress. It is a merciful arrangement that 
the diseases and long decays which mostly precede death 
so far diminish the final struggle as almost to divest it 
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of ereiT thing aljunning. This is the case genenJlj 
with the aged, in whom natnre drooping nnder a load 
of yean, sinks bj a gentle decay, nntil it becomes 
exhausted, and at last, 

** The weaiy wbeds of Hfe stand still,* 

and without a strog^e, almost impeiceptiblTy they pass 
away from earth to heayen. In the final hoar God is not 
nnmindfal of His people. O how many haxe left the 
world with peace and joy ; so clear haye been their pros- 
pects, so liyely and animating their foretastes of fntnre 
bliss, so abundant haye been their consolations, and so 
firm their confidence, that, filled with a joy unspeakable 
and full of gloiy, they haye exclaimed with surprise. 



TeQ me, my soul, can this he death 



o»» 



Yea, such is the condescension of God, who knows our 
frame, and remembers how frail it is, and who is oyer 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, that many 
of those who during their life-time haye been the sub- 
jects of distressing doubts and fears, when the tryiug 
hour has arriyed, haye had grace according to their 
day ; the darkness which in the distance excited so much 
alarm, has been gradually dispersed as they haye ad- 
yanced; the spot which they feared would proye the 
scene of their defeat has become the scene of their 
triumph, and they haye left the world, exclaiming, 
** death, where is tby sting ? graye, where 
is thy yictory? Thanks be to God who giyeth us 
the yictory through our Lord Jesus Christ. The fol- 
lowing case is giyen as an e^mple, selected from the 
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many which have come within the nmge of the writer s 
visitations of the dying. 

On approaching the bed of the dying woman, her 
countenance lighted up with a smile which expressed a 
joy so spiritual, so divine, as to furnish evidence not to 
be mistaken of a mind at peace with God, and ripe for 
heaven. With a tone of voice indicating the pleasure 
she felt on seeing me, she exclaimed, " O, sir, 
this is very kind ! I wished much, very much to 
see you." 

Seating myself by the side of her bed, I asked, 
" Why did you wish so much to see me ?" 

" I wished to tell you how happy I am. No fears of 
death now ! O this precious religion ! My body, you 
see, is preparing for the grave, (holding out at the time 
one of her emaciated hands), and my friends tell me I 
have not long to live ; but if I have entered into the 
dark valley, I find nothing of darkness, or gloom, or 
horror ; Jesus is with me, and he makes it all light, all 
glory." 

*' But do you not experience much bodily suffering ?" 

" Yes ; but my spiritual joys so abound, that I ask 
myself again and again, ** Can this be death ? O 
death, -where is thy sting? Thanks be to God, 
who giveth me the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ ! " 

I at once saw that this was a scene in which I was to 
be, not the instructer but the instructed, and therefore I 
sat for some time in mute attention, listening to the 
details of the Divine supports and consolations which 
she so eminently enjoyed. On remarking, '^What a 
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firm foundation of hope in a dying hour is the merit of 
a crucified Redeemer ! ** 

" yes," she replied, " Jesus is all my salvation and 
all my hope. What should I do now without «n 
interest in Him? Every thing of my own is poor, 
defective, and sinful, I am not worthy of the least of 
the mercies of my God. But Jesus is worthy. In 
Him I find all I need. . He is my wisdom, righteous- 
ness, sanctification and redemption. He died for me, — 
He intercedes for me, — He makes all my bed in my 
sickness. He is with me according to His promise 
now that I have entered the valley of the shadow of 
death ; and His rod and His staff they comfort me. 
In a little time I shall be with Him ; I shall see the 
King in His beauty. 

* I shall behold "His face, 

I shall His power adore. 
And sing the wonders of His grace 
For evermore.' " 

"And then all tears will be wiped away from 
your eyes, and your sufferings will be terminated for 
ever." 

" Oh, my sufferings are not to be mentioned. What 
are they compared with what my Saviour endured for 
me ? What are they to my present joys, or to the 
glory that shall be revealed ? 

' O what hath Jesus hought for me ! 
Before my ravish'd eyes, 
Sivers of life divine I see. 
And trees of Paradise.' " 

On taking my leave, after first spending some time 
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ID deTotioDy fircMD a coDiielioD that I should see h& no 
more Id this irorld, I said to her, '^ Farewell, imtil we 
meet in the Ptoadise of Crod !** 

''Farewell,'* she lespoiided; ''&rew€]l! We shaU 
meet again in our Fath«r''s house aboTe.^ 

I then left the hoose, mnsing on the power of that 
religion whidi can so elfeetnallT raise the mind aboTe 
all the fears erf* death, and eanse the Christian, in 
nature's last strafe, to ntt^r the shont erf* Tietoiy and 
trxomph. 

Header, has Crod made toq a partaker of His grace ? 
HaTO jon a personal interest, as a penitent and belieTing 
sizm^', in the v^exoj of God throng Christ Jesus ? 
Then let iK^t the prospect of death excite ahrm. Fear 
not. Encourage yourself in the Lord joar Ciod. Goard 
against flesUj reasoiiings, — all ansietj respecting jonr 
departure. Take no thoo^t lor to-morrow. Are joa 
not in the hand& of Christ joor SaTtoor? He has 
Himself drank the cap before ns, and tasted its bit- 
terness ; £fe has traxelled throngh the dark Tallej, and 
kzK)ws ev^rj inch of the groond, and knows by e^qpe- 
rience idiat strength and snccoiir we need in the trying 
hoar. Dark then as is the passage, and onknown as 
are its dangers and pains, hesitate not to commit yoor- 
self into His hands ; so long as yoa can rely on the 
certainty of His presence and sapport, yoa can h&Te no 
jast caose for fear. He will not. He cannot fiiiT tou. 
He holds the keys of death and hell ; He has promised 
that His grace shall be sufficient for yoa ; that He wiU 
be with yoa in the trying hoar. Then He will sweetlv 
whimper into yoar seal, " Fear uot, for I am thy God ; 
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I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will uphold thee by the 
right hand of my righteousness." Say then with 
David, ''Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for thou art with 
me, thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.*' 
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PART III, 



THE PATH OF SECURITY. 



" Count not the hours that have idly flown, 
The years that were vainly spent, 
Nor speak of the hours thou must blush to own 
When thy spirit stands before the throne 
To account for the talents lent. 

But number the hours redeemed from sin. 

The moments employ'd for heaven ; 
Oh, few and evil thy days have been. 
Thy life a toilsome and worthless scene. 

For a nobler purpose given. 

Will the shade go back on the dial plate ? 

Will the sun stand still in his way ? 
Both hasten on, and thy spirit's fiBite 
Rests on the point of life's little date : 

Then live while 'tis called * to-day.' 

Life's waning hours, like the Sybil's page, 
. As they lessen, in value rise ; 
Oh ! arouse thee and live ; nor deem that man's age 
Stands in the length of his pilgrimage, 
But in days that are truly wise." 



III. 



*' To a thoughtful mind no study can appear more important 
than how to be prepared for the trials of life, so as to contemplate 
them in prospect without dismay; and if they must befall to bear 
them without dejection and complaining." — JBlair. 

How to descend the hill of life with safety and hap- 
piness is a problem of greatest interest and importance. 
The fact that so many fail to effect it should render us 
all the more anxious to solve this problem aright. No 
one who forms a correct estimate of human life, and of 
the great purposes for which it is given and extended, 
can be indifferent here ; if he has to look back upon the 
past with regret, and mourn over former errors and 
neglects, the painful recollection will inspire the greater 
solicitude that his latter days may be well spent, and 
close in tranquillity and peace. In making the journey 
of life, there is but one path that leads unerringly to 
safety and happiness. There are many by-paths that 
diverge from it, apparently more pleasant and attractive, 
and offering equal security, hut they change their 
character, and become intricate and difiSicult the farther 
they are prosecuted, and whoever enters them is made 
to feel that the way of transgressors is hard. It is a 
proverbial saying, " the path of duty is the way of 
safety ;'* a truth confirmed alike by Scripture and expe- 
rience. It is from their reluctance to walk in this path 
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that the miseries of men chiefly arise. Every duty 
which this path comprises is the prescription of Infinite 
wisdom and benevolence, which have so connected our 
duty and our happiness, that just as we observe the one 
we promote the other, or as we neglect the one we 
destroy the other. The duties which are appropriate to 
the aged in the downhill of life form, therefore, the 
exclusive path in which the descent can be made with 
peace and security. 

Before we enter upon a statement of these duties it 
is necessary to remark, that the foundation of all reli- 
gious duties must be laid in reconciliation and peace 
with God, and the renewal of the heart in righteousness ; 
until then, there cannot be the possession of Christian 
character, nor any experience of the supports and con- 
solations which belong to it. For want of a proper 
knowledge of this fact, many assume the Christian 
name, and cherish a persuasion of their spiritual safety, 
whose hope is a mere delusion, — a spider*s web. How 
important, therefore, to all, but especially to the aged, is 
the assurance of forgiveness and conversion. Let the 
aged reader then inquire, whether or not he possesses 
such an assurance. His actual sinfulness he cannot 
question ; but to say we are sinners is one thing, to have 
u just idea of what sin is in the sight of God is another. 
Sin is too much a part of ourselves to allow us to see it 
as it really is. We do not feel our moral deformity. 
We are like those animals which are vile and loathsome 
to our senses, but not so to themselves or to each other. 
Their loathsomeness is their nature, and they do not 
perceive it. Our corruption is part and parcel of our 
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fallen nature, and at the best we have but a feeble com- 
prehension of its intensity. Think of sin as an act of 
disobedience and rebellion against God. Enter upon a 
review of the sins of your past life. Contemplate their 
nature, number, aggravation, and deserts. One sin 
would have subjected you to the sentence of God's 
law, and have exposed you to His displeasure, but 
your transgressions exceed in number all calculation ; 
what then must be the extent of your guilt and con- 
demnation ? does not such an amount of sin call for 
sincere, heartfelt repentance ? Where shall you find 
deliverance from the curse which it entails but in the 
Saviour whom God hath provided f ** There is none 
other name given among men whereby they can be 
saved but the name of Jesus.'* There is none but 
Christ commissioned, sealed, and appointed by God the 
Father to be the Saviour of sinners. There was but 
one place of safety in the day, when the flood came 
upon the earth, and that was the ark God had com- 
manded to be built ; so there is but one hiding place 
for the sinner who would escape the storm of God's 
wrath ; he must venture his soul on Christ, and on Him 
alone ; he must cast away completely, and for ever, all 
other hopes and trusts. 

Besides, there is the sin of your nature as well as of 
your conduct. The heart is the polluted source from 
which flow all the evils that defile the life. Many 
attempt to palliate their guilt by pleading, that though 
their lives are defective, yet their hearts are good. But 
this is a grievous error, for every human heart is 
declared to be " desperately wicked." Why do xawsk 
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refuse to serve and love God ? Because the carnal mind 
is enmity against Him. Why do sinners persevere in 
sin ? Because they love it. It is of vast importance 
for you to know, that your nature is radically corrupt, 
for without this knowledge you will be taken up with 
mere outward reformation; whereas it is not a little 
mending and alteration, a little cleansing, a little paint- 
ing and patching, the putting on a new outside that is 
wanted, there must be an inward renovation, — a new 
nature, — a new heart, you must be born again of the 
Spirit. Nothing short of this can be effective. The 
natural birth is not a whit more necessary for the life of 
the body, than is the spiritual birth to the life of the 
soul. This is indeed a hard saying, which many cannot 
bear, it makes them feel farther off from God and 
heaven than they are willing to admit. But the solemn 
declaration of Scripture is, " Except ye be converted, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." With- 
out this change you are undone for ever. 

In case you have not done it already, humble your- 
self, therefore, under the mighty hand of God. Be 
entreated, by every thing dear to you, to flee for refuge 
to lay hold of the hope set before you in the GospeL 
Delay not in making application to Christ. You have 
not a moment to lose. Apply to Him that He may 
teach you the will of God, reconcile you to His Father, 
pardon your sins, renew you by His Spirit, and save 
you from eternal death. Think not that you must do 
some great thing before you come to Christ. Such a 
notion is of the earth, earthy. The Gospel bids you 
come now ; to come j.ust as you are, with all your sin 
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ftnd Tileness. Come, then, willing to receive what 
Christ freely offers. He Himself says, " Come nnto 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest." He is both able and willing to save sin- 
ners, however vile and miserable, and therefore to save 
you. His blood cleanseth frt)m all sin. To Him none 
ever applied in vain. Look unto Him ; trust in Him 
as your '' wisdom, righteousness, and sanctification." 
Tell Him all your soul's necessities, and He will surely 
give heed. Tell Him you come in dependence on His 
promises, and ask Him to fulfil His word. Do this in 
sincerity, and you shall find Him '^ faithful and just to 
forgive your sins, and to cleanse you from all unrighteous- 
ness." Then, when you have obtained the pearl of 
great price, when with the forgiveness of sins you 
receive also a new heart, and a right spirit, you will enter 
jnto rest ; your conscience will speak peace. Restored 
to the favour of God, He will become your friend and 
portion. You will rejoice in an abiding sense of His 
presence and love; and will deem it your meat and 
drink to do His blessed will; The evil passions of your 
nature will be subdued, and in their place will spring up 
love, joy, peace, gentleness, meekness, patience, and 
long-suffering. In your trials and infirmities you will 
no longer writhe, and murmur, and rebel against God, 
but will resign yourself with submission to His will, and 
implore His grace that you may be enabled to cultivate 
the dispositions, and fulfil the duties which your con- 
dition and obligations demand. When this great 
change has taken place, and the language of the pro- 
phet can be adopted, ^ I will praise thee, God, for 

F 
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though thou wast angry with me, thy anger is turned 
away, and now thou dost comfort me," then, and 
not before, the following counsels will be appro- 
priate. 

Seek, hy steadfast faith, to maintain a clear assurance 
of the favour of Gody and of your title, to future hap- 
piness. — This is a blessing of the greatest importance. 
Without assurance, a man cannot be happy, for how can 
he enjoy peace and comfort whilst it is doubtful with 
him whether his state be safe. Personal comfort is 
inseparably connected with Christian assurance. This 
is felt at all times, but especially in seasons of dis- 
comfort and trial. Without assurance we shall neces- 
sarily be timid and fearful; we shall be liable to 
misconstrue the ways of the Almighty ; anxiety, doubt, 
and suspense will throw a gloomy and deepening shade 
upon the whole of our condition, and envelop the 
period of old age with despondency and dread. O, how 
powerful is the argument for cheerful submission and 
patient hope which is found in the assurance of this 
one simple fact, " My God is reconciled." It is enough 
of itself to allay every fear, to warrant every expecta- 
tion. May I trust in His pardoning mercy ? May I 
claim Him as my Father ? May I rejoice that my name 
is written in the Lamb's Book of Life ? Then as a 
child I may depend upon Him, and expect His constant 
help. Who can mistrust a Father's love, or His 
readiness to impart comfort and assistance ? Who is 
there that does not feel that a Father's affection extends 
to all the interests and necessities of a child ? It is 
almost a matter of instinctive feeling. We never think 
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of arguing upon it. We take it as a thing of course, and 
just so do the Scriptures take it as a thing of course, that 
those whom God pardons, and adopts into His family, 
are in consequence the ohjects of His constant care, and 
the heirs of His eternal glory. Therefore, said Jesus 
to His disciples, " Take no thought, saying, What 
shall ^e eat, or what shall we drink, or wherewithal 
shall we he clothed, for your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things." Mark the argu- 
ment employed ; an argument so necessarily involved in 
the very terms, that He has deemed it quite unnecessary 
to give it development. God is your heavenly Father, — 
a Father not only infinite in love, hut in power also, 
and He knoweth that ye have need of His assistance. 
This is sufficient ; not a word more is necessary. He 
will, of course, from His very name and title as your 
Father, give you all you need ; and do for you whatever 
a kind and good Father may he expected to do for a 
heloved son. Therefore take no anxious thought ahout 
it. He has made known to you His pardoning mercy, 
and all things else are hut the overflowings of that 
fountain, the rivulets that hranch out on every side 
from that hroad stream of love. 0, it is only in pro- 
portion as we realize the fact of our acceptance with 
God, hy the inward witness or testimony of His Spirit 
in our hearts, that we can possess the temper of the 
Gospel — a temper of quiet, thankful acquiescence in 
every appointment of God*s Providence. When, in the 
spirit of adoption, we can cry, *' Ahba, Father ! my 
Lord, and my God ! *' When, in consequence, we are 
enabled to say in the language of Watts — 

F 2 
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" Almighty Love, 
Hath seized and holds me with immortal arms, 
Here's my salvation, my eternal life ; 
Amidst the wreck of worlds, and rained nature, 
I am the Lord's, and He for ever mine." 

Then we know that come what will; all things shall 
work together for good, and however dark the cloud 
which may overshadow, or fierce the storm which may 
beat against us, we may yet say with David, " Why 
art thou cast down, my soul ? and why art thou dis- 
quieted within me ? hope thou in God ; for I shall yet 
praise him; who is the health of my countenance 
and my God.'' Reader, nothing short of this assurance 
can give peace and comfort in old age. 

Earnestly seek by an increase of Grace^ a growing 
meetness for future and eternal Olory. — Old age is 
generally accompanied by a painful consciousness of 
decline, both physical and mental ; thiq is sad both to 
see and feel; we may, however, have the comfort of 
thinking, that as regards the best and noblest of all 
characteristics, the aged may be progressing to the last 
in all the beautiful qualities that adorn the Christian, 
and attract the love and reverence of the wise and good. 
The physical nature may be going down hill, and yet 
the spiritual nature may be going onward and upward, 
in more chastened and spiritual views of things, in 
greater weanedness from the world, in patience, in 
sympathy, in kindly charity, in clearer insight into the 
ways of God. Thus when the clay tenement is becoming 
frail and shattered, the better part within may show, in 
all moral grace, as but " a little lower than the angels." 
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In this advanced period, it may perhaps be regarded as 
mellowing rather than expanding, — ripening rather than 
growing. But to do that is ** to grow in grace.** Old 
age need not necessarily be dark and unlovely as it has 
been described by some, and the conviction, that in the 
most important of all respects we are growing better, 
tends mightily to strip age of that sense of falling off 
which is one of the bitterest things attending it. It is 
true that the feeling of increasing weakness often dis- 
poses the aged Christian to suppose that his condition 
admits not either of usefulness, or growth, and the 
question is not unfrequently asked, *' What can I do ?'* 
Bat the conclusion which usually follows, be assured, is 
the result of desponding and mistaken views. Holiness 
admits of improvement to the last stage of life. It was 
when the Apostle Paul was approaching the ter- 
mination of his course, when he had the end of 
his journey in view, when he had outstripped most of his 
competitors in the Christian race, that he exclaimed, 
** Not as though I had already attained, or were already 
perfect, but this one thing I do, forgetting the things 
which are behind, and reaching forth to those which are 
before, I press towards the mark for the prize of my 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus." The symptoms 
of decay, and the sense of growing weakness, therefore, 
instead of being regarded as reasons for repose and self- 
indulgence, ought to be considered as so many calls to 
redeem the time. Your eye is now dim, but it will soon 
be completely closed. Your voice is now feeble, but ere 
long it will be entirely silenced. Your ability to avail 
yourself of the means of grace, and the opportunities of 
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usefulness is rapidly declining, soon it will altogether 
cease. Keceiving, therefore, daily admonitions of your 
approaching end, ought they not to excite in you 
increasing earnestness and diligence to improve the 
short period of existence which yet remains? Ought 
not the prospect before you also to produce the same 
result? You are soon to associate with those ** who 
serve God day and night in his temple," and will you 
now "hang your harp upon the willows?" You are 
soon to see God as He is, and will you now stop short 
in the pursuit of holiness? The bridegroom is at 
hand, and will you now give yourself up to slumber ? 
Loud is the call that is addressed to you, " Prepare to 
meet thy God," and will you now yield to the flesh, 
which is ever crying, " Be still ! " Glory at hand 
requires the full and lively exercise of grace ; and heaven 
opening before you demands the utmost ardour of love 
and praise. Have you yet carried holiness as far as you 
can ? Have you yet reached the full extent of Christian 
privilege ? Have you yet reaKzed the salvation of the 
Gospel in all its glorious fulness ? Will your faith, and 
hope, and love, and spirituaKty, admit of no farther 
increase ? Do you not see many defects that need to be 
remedied ; many blessings that are yet unattained ; 
many promises that are yet unfulfilled? Improve, 
therefore, the short period that yet remains, that you 
may attain a ripeness for glory, that you may come to 
the ** grave in full age, Kke as a shock of com cometh 
in his season." Be stimulated to this by the remem- 
brance of the large portion of time you have lost. 
Think of the years you spent in sin and folly 
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while in a state of nature, and of the many precious 
opportunities which you have sacrificed by negligence, 
or want of zeal, since you were turned to righteousness, 
and surely you will be constrained to say, **Has folly 
had my years, and shall I deny to wisdom my moments ? " 
" Has the world had the best of my time, and shall I 
deny to heaven and eternity the decline of my days? 
No ! God of my life and salvation, sacred to thee shall 
be all my future time. 

" * My remnant of days I'll spend in His praise, 

Who died the whole world to redeem ; 
Be they many or few, my days are His due. 

And all shall be devoted to Him.' " 
Be concerned, then, to improve to the latest of your 
existence, the period of your probation, nor think of 
suspending your exertions in the pursuit of increasing 
holiness, until the Bridegroom's approach is announced, 
that you may go forth with joy to meet Him. 

Old age calls for the exercise of Patience, Perhaps 
in no other period of our existence is this grace so greatly 
needed. In the arrangements of divine Providence it is 
wisely ordered, that as in the natural day there is a 
morning, and a noon, followed by an evening, so shall it 
be in the day of human life. It also shall have its 
decline, when its lengthening shadows shall admonish us 
of approaching night, that thus, before we are called away 
from the world, we may be timely apprized of our 
approaching change, and be excited to seek a due pre- 
paration for it. Obvious as is the mercy, as well as the 
wisdom displayed in this arrangement, yet we can 
scarcely be surprised that those who arrive at this 
depressing period of their existence feel and lament 
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the change they experience. In the afflictions men meet 
with in the earlier periods of life, they have the hope of 
their speedy removal, and they cheer themselves with 
the reflection, that they may yet enjoy many years of 
repose and comfort ; but no release can be expected from 
the infirmities of age ; nay, their severity must increase 
as life is extended. Besides, the strength of mind by 
which they bore the pressure of evils when in the 
vigour of life hath then passed away ; and it may be 
added, that commonly less sympathy is shown by friends 
to the ailments and complaints of the aged, than they 
have been accustomed to receive in former per'ods. The 
irritation therefore displayed by the aged should meet 
with tenderness rather than censure ; at the same time 
they should consider that all the seasons of life have 
their several and corresponding trials, and that to bear 
the infirmities of age with becoming patience is as much 
their duty as it is that of the young to resist the temp- 
tations of youthful lusts and pleasures. Impatience 
renders men peevish, petulant, and complaining, it causes 
them to entertain hard thoughts of God, and to charge 
Him foolishly, as if He were unjust or unkind. It has 
been compared in Scripture to the rage of "a wild bull 
caught in a net,*' or to the struggles of ** an ox unac- 
customed to the yoke ; * whereas patience calmly 
acquiesces in a condition the disadvantages of which 
are fully understood. It preserves the mind in a happy 
medium between presumption and despair ; between 
feeling too much, and too little. Where patience hath 
its perfect work, it exercises as powerful an influence on 
happiness as on goodness. Where it rules, no anxiety 
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can harass, and no despair cloud the heart. Happiness 
does not depend on our possession of the means of 
enjoyment (for with all these a man may be miserable), 
but it depends on the state of the mind, and on the 
disposition of the heart. With a contented mind, and 
a patient spirit, a man will be happy whatever he may 
want, or whatever he may suffer. In proportion to our 
attainments in these graces will be our felicity. 

Nothing will contribute more to patience than sincere 
humiliation for sin. A true and deep conviction of our 
sin, the sinfulness of our nature, and the transgressions 
of our lives, cannot fail to reconcile us to all we are 
made to endure. We shall not think that God treats us 
with severity, but sincerely say, ** He hath not dealt 
with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities.'* No, far from it. He hath punished us less 
than our iniquities have deserved. An aged sinner 
may justly say, ** How many are in hell who never 
sinned so much, nor so long as I have done ; they are 
taken, but I am left ; God has given me time and 
space for repentance, and has given me the grace of 
repentance also. How then can can I murmur or com- 
plain because of the infirmities or sufferings I expe- 
rience ? rather let me praise God for His aboun^ng 
grace and goodness towards me.'* Labour, therefore, 
aged Christian, to display this grace, in whatever 
circumstances you are placed. You are not to excuse 
improper dispositions under your trials by saying, ** They 
are so heavy, or so vexatious, who can help it ?'* This 
is to justify impatience by the very means which God 
employs on purpose to make you patient ; be assured the 
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fault is not in the condition, but in the temper. Impa- 
tience aggravates suffering, and turns the rod nto a scor- 
pion. I have seen aged persons poor, frail, and lonely, 
yet with a sweeter smile of contentment on their faces, 
and a more fervent expression of gratitude on their 
lips than is usually to be met with in situations far 
more favourable. They have thanked the Lord for a 
dwelling in which the eye of contentment saw no mean- 
ness, for kindness in which the heart of gratitude felt 
nought that was humiliating, and for a solitude in 
which the spirit of piety was conscious of no seclusion. 
The case of old Jane, an aged Scotch Christian, will 
furnish an example. The following extract is from the 
pen of a lady who paid her repeated visits. Old Jane 
had been long crippled by age and infirmity ; she occu- 
pied a lone garret, was severely afflicted with asthma, 
and with no means of support but a small allowance 
from the parish, which, when her rent was paid, left but 
a very scanty portion for coals, food, and raiment, yet 
she was patient and content. 

" I went occasionally to see her," says the lady, " she 
was always alone, unless some charitable neighbour 
stepped in to render her a little assistance. In reply 
to my inquiry, * How are you to-day, Jane ? * she would 
say, * The Lord has been very good, to me. I have 
sair pains and weaknesses, but He has never left me in 
them a*.' On asking her if the days and nights did not 
seem long to her, she replied, * I canna say I weary, 
for I ha' always God wi' me.' 

"At one time, when suggesting soinp arrangement for 
her comfort, she said, * ma'am, I feel that my days 
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are to be few, and I dinna care to think mickle o' these 
things. I want a' my thoughts fixed on heaven/ She 
continued, * I have had great pains, but Christ knows a' 
my sair troubles. how good the Lord has been to me 
a' my days, and I dinna ken what I could do now with- 
out His Almighty arm.' I expressed my thankfulness 
for the divine support she received. She replied, * Oh, 
the goodness of the Lord to me ! I am very, very 
happy in Him.' She repeated the words, * Happy, 
happy ! ' with clasped hands, and tears that testified to 
her joy. I said, *Are you often so happy, Jane?' 
* Not always. Sometimes a gloom comes o'er me, but 
the light that comes after is sweet, very sweet. But 
this I can always say, that Christ is precious to me.' I 
asked her if she remembered Christ's care for the tem- 
poral necessities of His disciples ? * Yes! yes ! ' she 
replied, * He will never let any of His children want 
any good thing ; He has taken care o' me a' my days, 
and Hell no leave me now. These pains and these 
trials are sometimes ill to bear, but He kens them a'. I 
should be glad now to go to Him, but I will bide His 
time.' 

** Jane's infirmities continued to increase, but grace 
was given according to her day, and my visits to her 
were rich sources of spiritual refreshment. One of these 
visits was on a dark, cheerless afternoon in December. 
The dim light in the apartment discovered to me as I 
entered, poor old Jane, on her accustomed low stool 
before the fire. She seemed more than usually glad to 
see me, and her countenance showed that there was 
light and peace within. In reply to my inquiry how she 



76 TECB DOWNHILL OP LIFE. 

was, she said, * Very poorly ; these damp days almost 
take my breath awa*. Last night I thought I should 
never have seen the morning ; but He has spared me- 
lt has been a lang, lang way that I ha' come, and He 
ha' seen fit to gie me great distress o' body.' / But 
have you not found, Jane, that as is your day so is your 
strength ; and do you not feel that He will bring you 
through all these waters ?' * Ay, that He will, for He 
has suflFered all before, and for me, — yes, for me ! Oh, 
His suflFerings ! ' dwelling on the words with tears in her 
eyes. * It is only sin that makes this body o' mine so 
vile. It is only sin that causes all this corruption. 
Only sin that caused all His sufferings.' I asked, * Are 
you such a sinner, Jane ?' * Oh, ma'am, I'm just wild 
with sin.' Then looking at her poor old withered 
frame, she exclaimed, * But this body will be a glorified 
body — wonderful ! It is wonderful ! * 

** She was at times so distressed with asthma that she 
spoke with great difl&culty, * But,' said she, * when I 
cannot speak at a', I pray. God knows a' my thoughts, 
a' my heart, and this is my comfort.' On reading to her 
the 8th chapter of Eomans, she waved her hand, when 
prevented from speaking by shortness of breath, and at 
the close she exclaimed, * Precious, precious chapter ! 
the latter end precious, — precious ! ' My last visit to 
Jane was one of deep interest. I saw that she could 
linger but a short time longer. The kind dealings of 
the Lord with her seemed to fill her thoughts. She 
dwelt gratefully on the fact that He had brought her 
through more than eighty years, and that He was now 
going to take her home. She frequently said, * Oh, the 
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goodness of the Lord ! how great His kindness to me ! ' 
Then such words as * a weary way,' and * lang days, and 
nights o' pain,' would escape her. On reminding her of 
the poverty and sufferings of Christ upon earth ; * Ah,' 
said she, * Jesus had not where to lay His head. Oh, 
His sufferings ! Oh ! His love ! What did He endure, 
and all for us / What tears He shed, and for us ! precious 
tears.' At the same time brushing the falling ones from 
her own sunken cheeks. 

"Wondering if she had many assaults from the 
enemy of souls, now that his work was so soon to be cut 
short, I asked her if she felt strong temptations from 
the devil ? She replied, * At a time he comes, but he 
does na' trouble me much now. I just say to him,' 
(raising her voice, and her withered arm at the same 
time), * Satan, go behind me.' Her last request was, 
that I would ask the Lord to deal gently with her at the 
latter end, adding, * I think He will.' And so He did ; 
for shortly after, tidings reached me that Jane's long 
pilgrimage was ended. She died in the night, died 
quite alone, and apparently without a struggle. Alone, 
was she ? 'Tis true no mortal was there to minister 
comfort in her last moments, or to close her eyes in 
death, but there was One there — One whom she had 
long served — One who had said, * I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee.' Doubtless the presence of the 
Saviour irradiated that lonely and gloomy garret where 
the sufferer lay with heavenly glory, while angels waited 
to conduct her ransomed spirit to everlasting bliss." 

Aged reader! the same grace which sustained this 
ikged Christian in her poverty, loneliness, and sufferings, 
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and enabled her to exhibit in so impressive a manner 
the graces of patience, resignation, and contentment, is 
as free to you as it was to her ; and the case is placed 
before you to show you how eflfectually divine grace can 
sustain and elevate the aged Christian under circum- 
stances the most painful and depressing. 

The aged should cultivate a cheerful spirit. Cheer- 
fulness causes a Christian to view with contentment and 
satisfaction events and circumstances which to others 
appear to call for nothing but dissatisfaction, repining, 
and complaint ; instead of fretting that so little remains 
with him of the materials of enjoyment, he is astonished 
that God hath left him so much. If one sense fails, he 
is grateful that this is not the case with all the rest. If 
some beloved friends are gone, he is thankful that others 
are left. If one disease afflicts him with pain, he feels 
glad that he hath not a complication of maladies to 
struggle with. If excluded from the public means of 
grace, he blesses God that he can still enjoy His pre- 
sence, and have access to a throne of grace. Thus a 
cheerful spirit makes the best of everything. Cheer- 
fulness in old age is peculiarly graceful, and it is the 
natural concomitant of piety. True religion, and a 
lively hope of heavenly happiness, may well inspire the 
good man with cheerfulness ; it helps him the better to 
bear his infirmities, and it also recommends religion to 
others. Men see what religion has done for Him, and 
what it can do for them also ; and if they see that whilst 
others are fretful, and full of complaint, you are filled 
with praise ; that whilst they are discontented and mur- 
muring, you learn to be content with such things as you 



THE PATH OF SECURITY. 79 

have ; ** troubled, yet not distressed ; sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing; having nothing, and yet possessing 
all things, ' must not this induce them to say, ** We will 
go with you, for we have heard that God is with you." 
Thus while the melancholy and the fretful, by their 
peevishness and gloom, and perpetual complainings, 
render themselves a weariness to others, and find them- 
selves shunned and neglected, the cheerful and contented 
Christian, though aged and infirm, inspires sympathy, 
respect, and reverence. Now nothing will be more 
eflfectual in checking a tendency to gloom and melan- 
choly, and to inspire habitual cheerfulness, than to 
cherish a thankful spirit, to d\^ell on our mercies rather 
than our trials. There is no state that does not require 
gratitude. However afflictive your circumstances may 
be, there is always much more to call for gratitude than 
complaint. Even amidst the weariness, infirmity, and 
sorrow that now press upon you, there are not wanting 
causes of thankfulness. If many of the springs of your 
former enjoyment are dried up, has not God opened new 
streams of life and happiness to your view ? May you 
not in the contemplation say, " I am, it is true, helpless 
and tottering, and my natural strength is decayed, but 
God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever. My eye is dim, but by faith I can penetrate 
within the vail, and behold the land that is afar off. 
Many are the infirmities that remind me of the speedy 
dissolution of the earthly house of this tabernacle, but 
everlasting arms are about my sinking frame, and the 
God of Jacob is the refuge and hiding-place of my soul." 
Come, then, aged reader, not only justify the ways of 
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God in all His dealings with you, but also reckon up 
your mercies. Search out every thing in your condition, 
and every thing in the divine dispensations,* past, pre- 
sent, and future, which prefers a claim to your gra- 
titude. Examine your condition ; bring forth to view 
all its alleviations, and supports, and comforts. You 
are afflicted, but it is not in hell ; — you have many 
crosses, but you have many consolations ; you have been 
much tried, but you have hitherto been supported; 
your cup is bitter, but what would it have been if there 
had not been in it a large mixture of mercy. Think of 
your sins and your deserts ; of what you have done 
against God, and of what He has done for you, and is 
still wilUng to do for you. Think of His redeeming 
love, of His providential care, of His sparing mercy, 
of His calls and strivings, of His invitations and 
promises. Has He ever left you ? Has He ever 
turned away your prayer from Him, or His mercy 
from you? And is it for you to be wrapped up 
in selfishness, and to indulge in complaint? How 
unworthy of a creature, but how much more of a Chris- 
tian ! The thankfulness thus excited by the review of 
your mercies will naturally dispose you to avoid those 
infirmities of temper to which old age is exposed. It 
will especially check that fretfulness and irritabiUty into 
which the aged are sometimes betrayed; instead of 
having your mind overspread with gloom and despon- 
dency, it will be pervaded by serenity, peace, and cheer- 
fulness. Instead of the language of complaint, you 
will adopt the acknowledgment of Jacob, ** I am not 
worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the 
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truth which thou hast showed unto thy servant.'* Or 
with the poet, you will say — 

" In blessing thee with grateful songs, 
My happy life shall glide away ; 
The praise that to thy name belongs, 
Hourly with lifted hands I'll pay." 

An important part of the duty of the aged is to be 
useful to others. The old are too apt to persuade them- 
selves that advanced age is a sufficient reason why they 
should withdraw themselves from those spheres of use- 
fulness they have been accustomed to occupy. Having 
borne, as they suppose, their share of the heat and toil 
of the Jday, they plead it is now time to give place to 
younger persons, and disengage themselves from a 
burden which begins to be oppressive, that the evening 
of their days may be spent in quietude and repose. This 
may arise not merely from a sense of weariness, but also 
from a diminished interest in the objects which afore- 
time excited sympathy, and awakened exertion. As 
increasing years debihtate the body, so they weaken the 
force and diminish the warmth of the affections. Chilled 
by the hand of time, the heart loses that tender sen- 
sibility with which it once entered into the concerns of 
others. Perhaps it may be regarded as a merciful 
arrangement of Providence, that as by long familiarity 
with scenes of distress the impressions of grief which 
they produce upon the heart should be blunted by repe- 
tition, so in proportion as we lose the power of bene- 
fiting our fellow-creatures, our participation of their 
distresses should also lessen. Hence in old age we 
become less accessible to the appeals of the suffering ; 
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we are ready to suppose that it is not from our weakness 
that exertion can he expected, or from our diminished 
resources that relief can he administered, and that in 
circumstances of pain, infirmity, and gloom such as we 
experience, we require sympathy from others, hut can 
exercise none ourselves ; against these results the aged 
have great need to guard themselves. You may not be 
able to be useful in the same way as in your active and 
vigorous days, but it would be a serious mistake to con- 
clude that, therefore, your days of usefulness are ended. 
You may not possess the same physical power as for- 
merly ; nay, your feehngs may not have the same tender 
susceptibihties, but you have the advantage of more 
extended knowledge, more matured experience, and of 
settled and established principles. Besides, " Charity 
never faileth," its tender and holy glow, instead of 
declining and waxing cold in old age, will then, unless 
there be a falling from grace, be stronger than ever. 
And how beautiful the sight, when we see persons at 
that period of life when the heart is apt to contract into 
a selfish disregard of others, and is often marked by a 
cold peevish austerity, displaying a temper courteous, 
compassionate, eager to show kindness, and ready, as 
far as their ability extends, for every good work. 

Varied are the ways in which the aged and infirm may 
be useful. To them it especially belongs to impart to 
the young the fruit of their long experience. "Days 
should speak, and multitudes of years teach wisdom." 
Their counsels are not the counsels of theory or specu- 
lation. They have proved the vanity of the world, and 
can therefore unveil its fallacies and deceptiveness ; 
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they have travelled long in the path of life, and are well 
acquainted with its temptations, and snares, and trials ; 
they have had extensive intercourse with their fellow- 
men, and have had painful proof that the heart of man 
is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked; 
they have seen and felt the evils of sin, and can tell how 
it ensnares, debases, and infatuates the mind; they 
have tried, too, the ways of piety, and can bear tes- 
timony to the inestimable benefits it confers; on all 
these subjects, and many others, the instructions of the 
aged may be of immense advantage to the young, and 
when addressed to them in the spirit of kindness and 
friendship, will seldom fail to inspire respect. Old age 
never appears more venerable than when tempered with 
mildness, and enlivened with good humour, it acts as 
the guide and friend of the young. They listen with 
respect to counsels which are mingled with tenderness, 
and proceed from the lips of one whose ** hoary head is 
a crown of glory, being found in the way of righteous- 
ness." For notwithstanding all the thoughtlessness and 
folly by which the young are sometimes characterized, 
they naturally bow with respect before superior know- 
ledge and years. Aged wisdom, when joined with 
genuine piety, exerts an influence over the human mind 
far greater than that which arises from power and afflu- 
ence. But are the young the only persons to whom the 
aged Christian may be useful? Ah, no. The dis- 
tressed and the sorrowing have a strong claim for 
sympathy, such as he is best qualified by experience to 
give. Various are the cases of distress which call for the 
exercise of Christian commiseration. We see our bre- 

o 2 
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ihren travelling along, bending beneath thepressareof some 
burden, but their burdens differ as much astheirp^^ns. 
One complains of desertion and injury, anoUier of bereave- 
ment. One is oppressed with c^e, another is stung 
with disappointment* One is hsu-assed with poverty, 
another is suffering from injustice and ingratitude* The 
heart of some is wounded, in others the conscience ; with 
some the body is sick, with others the mind ; such cases 
are of daily presentment, and as different diseases 
require different treatment, so under a general obligation 
to aid the distressed, our assistance ought to vary with 
the nature of the burden they sustain. Who is so well 
qualified to administer to these varied cases as the aged 
pilgrim, familiar with the trials of life, experienced in 
the things of God, conversant with His word, and pre- 
pared by a fellow-feeling with the distressed, to administer 
the requisite consolation. And is not such a one specially 
welcomed ? As in cases of bodily disease, when medical 
help is needed, it is not the young inexperienced prac- 
titioner who is called in, but the Physician who pos- 
sesses the advantage of years and long practice, so 
do the counsels and services of the aged Christian 
generally meet with the most cordial and grateful 
acceptance in seasons of mental and spiritual suffering. 

Aged reader, with such opportunities of usefulness 
around you, will you retire from the work of the Lord, 
that you may spend the last remnant of life in indolent 
repose ? Shall you indulge in sloth which is hateful in 
His sight, or Usten more to the feelings of nature than 
to the calls of duty ? In the order of Divine Pro- 
vidence, you have been released from worldly toil ; was 
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(here no design in this ? Was it not that you might 
employ your latter days in promoting more effectually 
your own spiritual welfare, and the good of others ? Per- 
haps you may not be able to do much, but do what you 
can, ^^It is accepted according to what a man hath, 
and not according to what he hath not.*' In trying to do 
good to others, it will not only divert your mind from 
your own sorrows, but it will also furnish you with many 
impressive and instructive lessons that may serve as 
incentives to patience, gratitude, and joyfulness. Admit- 
ting that you are feeble and infirm, yet cannot you speak 
of Christ to those who know Him not ? Cannot you tell 
the bereaved of Him who has promised to be a husband 
to the widow, and a father to the fatherless ? Cannot 
you encourage the faint and desponding by narrating the 
displays of divine love and care which you have yourself 
experienced ? 0, be concerned to make the best of life 
whilst it remains ! There is no part of it in which you 
may not be useful in some way or other. In the evening 
of our existence we are commanded not to withhold our 
hand in sowing the seeds of wisdom and pious charity- 
How soon will all opportunities of doing good pass away 
from you for ever. In consequence of this, what an 
inestimable value attaches to the present hour. 0, then, 
redeem the short period of time that remains. Re- 
member earth has one privilege above heaven. It is 
the privilege of beneficence. Plead not langour and 
weariness, work while you may. " There remaineth a rest 
for the peojde of God,*' and that rest will be eternal. If 
you have but one arrow left in your quiver, be concerned 
to shoot it welL Let the footsteps of your old age leave 
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the impression of unabated zeal and benevolence. Should 
you even become imprisoned to your habitation by grow- 
ing weakness and infirmity, still you may be useful, 
while you are led to conclude, that now you are going to 
be laid aside altogether, it may be you are approaching 
a period in which your piety will not only be rendered 
more impressive, but more beneficial to others. The 
Christian is never so well circumstanced to honour God, 
and recommend religion, as in the house of affliction, 
and on the bed of languishing; and if that Christian 
be an aged one, his example possesses peculiar force. 
How beautiful and instructive the sight, to see such a 
one amidst the many infirmities and trials of advanced 
years, glorifying God by grateful, loving submission, and 
calm serenity and peace ; to behold the smile of cheer- 
fulness and holy joy lighting up his faded and wrinkled 
countenance, and his heart overflowing with love and 
gratitude to God : to listen to the trembling accents of 
his lips, as he still attempts, amidst feebleness and pain, 
to extol the Saviour, and to promote His cause ! If, 
then, aged reader, it should be the will of God to appoint 
you days and nights of weariness, and months of lan- 
guishing, fret not that He is dooming you to obscurity 
and uselessness, rather pray that in these the last days 
of your pilgrimage you may be enabled to exemplify the 
spirit and resources of Christianity, by calm resignation 
to the will of God, by stedfast reliance on His mercy 
and truth, by grateful, loving submission, and cheerful 
serenity and peace; thus you will honour God, and 
become a blessing to all who know you ; the minister 
who visits you shall learn how to preach ; your fellow- 
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Christians shall be edified ; the young convert shall be 
encouraged and confirmed ; and the careless neighboui' 
shall be instructed and impressed. 

The aged should daily familiarize to themselves the 
thought of their approaching end. You cannot expect 
long to be the inhabitant of earth. How important 
that ere you are called hence you should familiarize to 
your mind the thought of your departure. You are 
about to take a journey into a far country, and it is well, 
surely, that your mind should often recur to your great 
and solemn undertaking. It is worse than folly for an 
aged man to turn away from the thought of his latter 
end. The young may die soon, the aged musty yet it is 
lamentable with what eagerness many of the aged cling 
to the idea of years yet to come ; they grow old strug- 
gling and recalcitrating, dragged along against their 
will, clinging to life as a drowning man catches at an 
overhanging bough. Little as life has to recommend it 
at such a period, they nevertheless cleave to it with 
eager and pertinacious grasp. When compelled to admit 
that they have not long to live, it is with evident reluc- 
tance, nor has the prospect any proper influence on their 
temper or conduct. They see the storm approaching, 
but prepare no shelter. Such conduct is every way 
indecent, irreligious, and contemptible. It presents one 
of the most striking displays of human folly and 
depravity. The constant effort of multitudes is to banish 
the thought of death from their minds, or to hinder its 
entrance. The apostle, therefore, says, that "they all 
their lifetime are through the fear of death subject to 
bondage.'' But the aged Christian has reason not only 
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to be reconciled to death, but to long for it. Whatever 
view you take of death you may connect salvation with 
it. To those who are in Christ Jesus, an exchange of 
worlds is an unspeakable blessing. There is undoubtedly 
a period when there ought to be a satiety of Kfe, as 
there is of all other things, and when death should be 
viewed as the termination of a weary pilgrimage, as a 
merciful dehverance from a long and arduous warfare, 
when you shall come to the grave in a full age, as ** a 
shock of com cometh in its season.'* The great end of 
life is answered when we are prepared for a better world ; 
for life is but, as it were, the porch of eternity. Believers 
should be willing, at any age, to depart, that they may 
be with Christ ; but aged behevers, especially, should be 
ready and willing to die. Thus it was with Abraham, 
the father of the faithful. God had made him a pro- 
mise, " that he should go to his fathers in peace ; he 
should be buried in good old age;" and when the 
appointed time came, he was quite willing to depart, for 
he was '* full of years," or as it might be rendered, '* he 
was satisfied." He had had enough of life ; and wished 
to be " gathered to his people" — his body to the con- 
gregation of the dead, his spirit to the assembly of the 
blessed. 

All believers, like Abraham, may well be willing to 
die, for they die safely , and have cause to die joyfully ; 
safely, because to them death has no sting ; and joy- 
fully, because death is their eternal gain. ''The sting 
of death is sin ;" it was by sin that death entered into 
the world, and the fear of the deserved punishment of 
sin in a future state is that which chiefly renders death 
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terrible. But Jesus Christ, the second Adam, has 
brought life mto the world ; He took our nature, and by 
His obedience unto death, " brought in an everlasting 
righteousness,'* which is upon all that believe, so 
that "there is to them no condemnation;*' they 
have passed from death unto life, and shall never 
come into condemnation. "He that believeth in 
me," says Christ, "shall never die;" he shall not 
die eternally, shall not undergo the second death." 
Death hath changed both its nature and name ; it is now 
called a sleep. Our Lord said of Lazarus, when he lay 
a corpse, " Our friend Lazarus sleepeth, but I go that I 
may awake him out of sleep." "We are also assured, 
" that the dead who sleep in Jesus shall God bring with 
him." 

Endeavour then to rise to the spirit of that unseen 
world into which you must soon enter. Kealize by faith 
the animating and. consoling discoveries of Scripture. 
Meditate on the promises. Survey the fair land which 
lies beyond the floods of Jordan.. Give yourself to medi- 
tation and prayer, and let the love of heavenly things, 
and the prospect of their speedy enjoyment, raise your 
mind above the trials- you endure.- Let every coming 
day find you more engfiged in these exercises. How 
refreshing are the prospects of the. aged Christian ! In 
the near view of eternal life, he may well forget all that 
would invest declining years with naelancholy and. gloom. 
He has reached the last stage of a journey which eon- 
ducts to his Father's house. He has passed the wil- 
derness, and has arrived almost ai the banks of Jordan. 
Through the crevices which time and infirmities have 
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made in his earthly tabernacle, the soul looks out upon 
its eternal mansions, and how refreshing should be the 
sight of home. We only properly begin to live when 
we die. 0, aged pilgrim, rejoice with joy unspeakable. 
With you the night is far spent, and the day is at hand. 
Surely you would not have the night prolonged that you 
may be detained longer in the world ? Surely, amidst 
multiplying infirmities, you would not have your exist- 
ence here drained out to the last and foulest dregs ? Is 
it desirable to continue lingering on the borders of the 
grave when almost every tie which connects you with 
life is broken, and you are left a solitary individual 
in the midst of a new generation who know you not, 
and for whom you have no sympathies ; rather rejoice 
that you are so. near the mansions of blessedness and 
glory. May the Lord enable you as you approach the 
hour of your, last conflict to imbibe the spirit, and use 
the exulting language of the Psalmist : " My flesh and 
my heart faileth me ; but God is the strength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever." You may then say 
with the apostle, "For this cause we faint not; but 
though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day/* 



PART IV. 



CONSOLATIOIfS MB SUPPORTS. 



' We journey through a vale of tears. 

By many a cloud o'ereast ; 
And worldly cares, and wcvldly fears. 

Go with OS to the last. 
Not to the last ! Thy word hath said. 

Could we hnt read aright. 
Poor pilgrim ! lift in hope thy head. 

At eve it shall he light. 

Though earth-bom shadows now may doud 

Thy thorny path awhile, 
God's blessed word can part each dond. 

And bid the sunshine smile. 
Only believe in living faith 

His love and power divine. 
And ere thy snn shall set in death. 

His hght shall round thee shine.'* 

Bebnabd Babton. 



lY. 

" It is not a little injurious so to fasten our eyes upon the dis* 
comforts of any condition as not to take in the adyantages that 
belong t^ it, which carefully laid together, may perhaps sway the 
balance to an equal poise." — Dodd. 

Gloomy as are the circumstances which often mark the 
condition of the &gei, it nevertiieless admits of conso- 
lation. When our Lord said to His disciples, "Let not 
your heart be troubled, ye believe in God believe also in 
me," He intimated this great truth — that there is no con- 
dition in which a believer can be found, which does not 
admit of comfort : a truth which applies to every age 
and condition. The Almighty is styled the God of 
comfort, and the gospel fully bears the impress of His 
own character. It is replete with consolation **to all 
saints," who are enjoined to be of good comfort," and 
are described as "walking in the comforts of the Holy 
Ghost." The power of the gospel to comfort is universal. 
See it in the chamber where the penitent obtains " the 
oil of joy for mourning." See it where the sick man in 
the midst of his sufferings is " rejoicing in hope, patient 
in tribulation, continuing instant in prayer." See it in 
the retreat where the old man quietly waits &r the sal- 
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vation of God, and blesses Him for the mercies of a long 
life, and for the blessings which mitigate the sufferings of 
its close, and you will perceive the power of the gospel 
to impart consolation. Nevertheless, some good men 
have been led to imagine, from the peculiar circum- 
stances of their case, that they were debarred all conso- 
lation, and were doomed to spend their days in darkness 
and sorrow. This idea often results from a melancholy 
temperament of mind, which they have cherished in- 
stead of struggling against it, and from an unhappy pro- 
pensity to look at the dark side of things, to dwell on 
what is gloomy and painful in their condition. But it 
is not from cases of this kind that we are to form our 
ideas of religion, but from the blessings which consti- 
tute its privileges, and the promises which excite its 
hopes, and we shall then see that the kingdom of God 
is not righteousness only, but peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. We trust it will render service to the aged to 
place before them some of the consolations which the 
gospel offers them, and which in numberless instances 
have been found more than sufficient to counteract all 
that is depressing in their condition, so that like the 
apostle they have been "joyful in tribulation.'* 

"We would remind you of the immunities of old age. 
Take care lest under the pressure of infirmity and afflic- 
tion you should derogate from the bounty of your Maker, 
and despise those blessings which He accounts precious ; 
amongst these old age is particularly distinguished. In 
what a variety of ways has He pointed out the value 
which He attachesJjfflkkjj^ee it in the title which He 
assumes Himsdl^^^^^^Hfel,of Days." See it in the 
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mercy promised as the reward of obedience : **I will fulfil 
the number of thy days,** See it in the judgment de- 
nounced against Eli, " There shall not be an old man in 
thine house for ever." See it in the respect and rever- 
ence which He has commanded us to render to the aged, 
" Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour 
the face of the old man ; I am the Lord." See it in the 
connexion He hath marked between the ancient and the 
honourable, " The hoary head is a crown of glory if it 
be found in the way of righteousness." Thus hath God, 
who knows best how to estimate the favours He confers, 
marked the great value which He attaches to age. Has 
God put this honour upon you, and will you because of 
the trials with which it is attended, ungratefully take it, 
and cast it to the earth? If the inconveniences you 
experience are many, you have also corresponding advan- 
tages. The circle of your enjoyment is contracted; but 
then you have less to ensnare your affections, and draw 
you away from God. The world is fading from your 
view; but then your experience of its emptiness and 
vanity leaves you nothing to regret in the surrender of 
it. Few remain who have been your companions in the 
pilgrimage of life; but then you have fewer cords to 
bind you down to earth, and a stronger inducement to 
press forward towards that haven of repose] where you 
shall join them again, to know separation no more. In- 
firmity and weakness press down the body; but then 
you have less to contend with from that turbulence of 
passion, and vivacity of spirit, which in earlier life so 
often betrayed you into excess ^nd indiscretion. You 
are cut off from the active pursuits of life; but then you 
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are freed from the toils and anxieties in which you were 
once involved, and which were so bitterly complained of 
as hindrances to piety. You are still assailed by trials 
and temptations ; but then you can look back upon the 
perils you have escaped, upon the tempests in which you 
have been preserved, and can gather encouragement from 
a long and varied experience of the goodness and faith- 
fulness of God. The feebleness of increasing years has 
benumbed your sensibilities, and almost rendered you 
incapable of enjoying the mercies that remain ; but then 
it is of little consequence to you who are very shortly to 
exchange earth with its partial and imperfect comforts, 
for heaven, with its eternal and unutterable joys. You 
are compelled to spend many of your hours in solitude 
and wakefulness ; but then the sphere of your observa- 
tion and reflection is so much enlarged by a long ac- 
quaintancfe with the world, and with the ways and works 
of God, as to supply within itself a wide range of im- 
proving thought. The changes you have witnessed in 
the world around you, — the many instructive lessons you 
have received in your intercourse with your fellow-men — 
the various incidents which have occurred in your progress 
through life, — the seasons of delightful intercourse you 
have enjoyed in your communion with God, — the wonder- 
ful dealings of God in reference to yourselves and your 
connexions, — the numberless instances in which God 
has enlarged your heart in distress, delivered you in 
danger, blessed you in His ordinances, and succoured you 
in temptation and despondency, these are subjects no 
less interesting than instructive and consoling to the 
mind. For such benefits as these have you not cause 
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most thankfully to acknowledge the goodness of heaven ? 
Do they not afford you ground to pass the remainder of 
your days in resignation and peace ? For every period 
of life the providence of Gi)d hath prepared its appro- 
priate satisfaction, while His wisdom hath appointed its 
peculiar trials. No age is doomed to infelicity. He 
judges for us in wisdom and tenderness, and will not 
suffer us to be tried without affording us suflScient sup- 
port and adequate compensation. 

Aged Christians have the promise of effectual Support, 
and of complete Deliverance. In youth Christians are 
apt to err on the side of presumption ; in old age on 
that of despondency. Eemembering how difl&cult they 
have found it to resist temptation, and to bear former 
trials, they shrink from the prospect of encountering 
more formidable ones, with which they must struggle 
with impaired strength and enfeebled powers : and as 
these questions recur to their minds, " If thou hast run 
with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, how 
canst thou contend with horses ? and if in the land of 
peace, wherein thou trustedst, they have wearied thee, 
then how wilt thou do in the swellings of Jordan ? *' 
many gloomy fears and painful forebodings rise up within 
them. But the grace of God can fit you for all the 
trials of your condition, and even much more. And 
how encouraging is the thought that the Saviour who is 
the administrator of this, and in whom all fulness dwells, 
has a feUow-feeling in all the trials and sufferings to 
which our nature is incident, for of that nature He was 
Himself a partaker. He knows what sorrow is, for He 
was a man of sorrows. He knows what an aching body 

H 
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is, for His body was racked with torturing pains. He 
cried, " All my bones are out of joint." He Jmows what 
poverty and weariness are, for He was often weary, and 
had not where to lay His head. He knows what family 
unkindnesses are, for even His brethren did not believe 
in Him, He knows what treachery and ingratitude are, 
for He was betrayed by one disciple, disowned by a 
second, and deserted by all. And what tongue can ex- 
press, or what imagination conceive what He endured 
when He began to be sore amazed, and was very heavy ? 
when His soul was exceeding sorrowful even unto death ? 
when His sweat was as great drops of blood falling to 
the ground ? when He exclaimed, ** My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me ?" 

" Now let our pains be all forgot, 
Our hearts no more repine ; 
Our sufferings are not worth a thought, 
When, Lord, compared with Thine. " 

And Jesus knows exactly how to succour His people. 
He knows how to pour oil and wine into the wounds 
of the spirit ; — how to fill up gaps in hearts which have 
been made void ; — ^how to speak a word in season to the 
weary ; — how to heal the broken in heart : He can 
give power to the faint, and to them that have no might 
He can increase strength. But will He do all this ? 
many are the precious assurances He has given to this 
eflfect, assurances which ought to remove all doubts and 
fears from the mind. Are you led to pray with David, 
" Cast me not oflf in the time of old age ; forsake me 
not when my strength faileth ; " not only does He reply, 
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*' I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee," but He hath 
added, " Even to your old age I am He ; and even to 
hoar hairs will I carry you ; I have made, and I will 
bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you." It is 
remarkable that in this encouraging promise the idea of 
divine support is repeated not less than three times ; "I 
will carry,"— " I will bear," — and again it is said, "I 
will carry." It is common in the sacred scriptures, when 
blessings are promised of superior value, or which from 
peculiar circumstances we are apt to think unattainable, 
for the promise to be marked with peculiar emphasis, 
and to be repeated in a manner strikingly indicative of 
the condescension of heaven to human weakness, and 
evidently designed to encourage the exercise of confi- 
dence and hope in God. So it is here. Knowing the 
gloom and despondency which are apt to overspread the 
mind of the aged, divine mercy reiterates, again and 
again, the assurance of support and dehverance, and 
that in a manner the most solemn and impressive. Aged 
reader, see how unworthy are the suspicions you have 
entertained of the blessed God. Why, then, with these 
gracious assurances of support, are you cast down ? Lift 
up your head from the staff on which it rests, and listen 
to the voice of consolation. Say not "What is to be- 
come of me ? " Is it not enough that God engages to 
be your refuge and strength ? Without His aid the 
most intelligent and powerful of His creatures cannot 
stand; with it the feeblest shall not fail, no not even 
under the weaknesses and suflferings of old age. What 
was Paul's support in a time of severe trial and weak- 
ness ? " My grace is sufficient for thee.'* So shall it be 

.h2 
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with you. He who enabled Paul to rejoice in his in- 
linuities^ can and will enable joa to do s.^ also ; and as He 
has l»rongfat joa thus hr oa your earthly pilgrimage, so 
will He be with you to the end. How aflFecting is the 
memorial of age — " Hitherto the Lordhaihh^ped me! " 
The aged Christian is Hke a &ail bark whieh hath ac- 
complished a long and perilous Toyage, and is retoming 
stored with yaluable commodities; it has weathered 
many a storm, escaped many and great p^rQs, but now 
the harbour is in distant prospect where it will find safe 
anchorage, and a final resting-place ; stOl dangers exist 
calculated to excite alarm. The days are short and 
misty, the coast abounds with rocks and shoals, there is 
a strong swell in the ocean, and the sound of breakers 
ahead, while the entrance to the harbour is narrow and 
difficult. After all past escapes, fears mi^t stiQ be ^i- 
tertained were there not a pilot on board iriiose skill has 
been proTed fully equal to CTery emergent^, and can in 
no instance fiul, for it is the result of infinite wisdom. 
He ^o hath guided the vessel thus &r in safety will not 
abandon her now, but will secure for her an abundant 
entrance into the haven of everlasting repose, " Being 
confident of this very thing, that He who hath begun a 
good wOTk in you win perform it to the day of Jesus 
Christ.'* How sublime is the exclamation of Doddridge; 
but It is founded on reason and truth; let the aged 
Christian, whatever disturbs him, make it his 
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If, thou, my Jesos, still art nig^ 
Cheeifdl I lire, and cheerful die ; 
Secure when mortal comforts ftee 
To find ten thousaad worlds ia Thae »" 
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Aged Christians should often reflect on the unchange- 
ableness of ChrisU Confidence, though chiefly an 
amotion of the heart, can never exist rationally, or per- 
manently, unless founded on the conviction of the under- 
standing. Of course, the being who is rationally con- 
fided in must be seen to possess those qualities on which 
confidence may safely repose. No being, for instance, 
would be a proper object of confidence who did not possess 
stability of character ; whatever other qualities he might 
possess, yet wanting this, he would necessarily excite fear, 
doubt, and suspicion. Immutability d character, and 
the immutability of purpose and conduct resulting from 
it, are undoubtedly the only objects in which rational 
beings can confide with cheerful, steadfast, and unlimited 
confidence. We are commanded to trust in Christ with 
our whole heart, but who may not see that this would be 
irrational unless we were assured that He could neither 
deceive nor change ? "Were He such a one as ourselves, 
whose aflfections and promises are variable, safety could 
not be found, reliance could not be exercised. How 
diflferently in this case would His nature and offices. His 
laws, designs, and government appear to us! Every 
fresh movement in His administration, every change in 
our condition, would excite our suspicions, and alarm 
our fears. But He is " the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever.*' It is this which renders him every way worthy 
of our confidence. Eternity and immutability are 
written in clear and legible characters upon every ex- 
cellence which adorns His form. His wisdom and power, 
His righteousness and truth. His clemency and love, are 
all unchangeable. Changes may take place in the 
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natural world ; the mountains may depart, and the hills 
be removed, the heavens and the earth may wax old like a 
garment, and nature become one universal wreck; but 
Christ remaineth the same, and His years fail not. 
Nations may rise and fall — revolutions may shake the 
frame of society, the relations and conditions of men 
may be greatly changed, but with Christ " there is no 
variableness, nor shadow of turning." Our own condition 
may undergo many fluctuations, from health to sickness, 
from affluence to poverty, from honour to reproach, from 
the buoyancy of youth to the vigour of manhood, and 
then to the feebleness of age, but the immutability of His 
character and purposes remains unaltered. In His own 
existence, in the thoughts He entertains, in the promises 
He makes, in the designs He cherishes. He is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. This is a consideration 
of the greatest importance to every Christian. " If Jesus 
Christ,** he says, ** whose mercy, and grace, and faith- 
fulness, I experienced yesterday, be not the same to-day, 
I am undone, for I continue to have the same weaknesses 
and wants, I am exposed to the same evils, endangered 
by the same enemies; I am still, and must continue 
dependent upon Him for all my supplies. If then those 
supplies should be withdrawn — if in new difficulties and 
trials I have not direction, and comfort, and strength, 
imparted anew — if in the trials that yet await me I be 
not aided by the Captain of Salvation, but am left alone to 
struggle with the enemy — if He who is the author of 
my faith be not the finisher of it also, how can I 
persevere?" All such apprehensions are, however, 
groundless. He is the true friend who changeth not. 
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He will keep that which is committed to him against 
that day. Hence the apostle exclaims, "Who then 
shall separate ns from the love of Christ ? shall trihula- 
tion, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or the sword ? Nay, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through him that hath 
loved us." 

If, reader, you are a Christian, such views of Christ 
should raise your heart to Him in gratitude and love, 
and should cause you to rejoice in His favour as the 
greatest of all treasures. In all your afflictions con- 
fide in Him with full assurance of faith ; rejoice in Him 
with full assurance of hope. Dismiss from your heart 
every fear dishonourable to Him and injurious to your- 
self. Whatever may be your trials, if He is yours, you 
are blessed eternally, and beyond all expression rich. 
Who can accuse, if He acquits you? Who can 
destroy, if He protects you ? Live upon His fulness. 
Be not afraid to commit all your interests into His 
hands, for life or death, for time or eternity. He will 
do all things well, and "lead you by a right way 
to a city of habitations." The burden of weakness, 
infirmity, and sorrow, you may still have to bear ; you 
may have to endure privation, neglect, and ingrati- 
tude ; but the Saviour says, "Fear not; be not 
dismayed, I am thy God : I will strengthen thee ; yea, I 
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteousness." He can support 
the bending back, and invigorate the fainting spirit. 
In temptation He can give you strength, not only 
for resistance but for victory; in affliction, grace to 
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be not merelj patient, but cheeifnl; in neglect and 
Ul-nsage, He can enable yon not onh* to exercise 
meekness, bat to OTercome eTil with good; and in 
death He can not merely eahn yon into resignation, 
bat eleTate yoa to the fall assorance of hope. Say, 
then, with holy confidence — 

" Thao;^ wares and storms go o'er my head. 

Thoo^ strength, and heahiu and Mends be gone, 
Thoo^ joys be withered all and detA^ 

Thon^ every com£i>rt be withdrawn ; 
On this my steadJQiist sool relies, 
Jesns, thr merer never dies. * 

The consideration of the nearue99 of Salvation should 
reconcile vou to the inconreniences attendant on the 
hLst stage of yoar earthly pilgrimage. Be yoor afflictions 
ever so distressLog — be the harden of infirmity, sickness, 
sorrow, or desertion, eyer so hea^y, still there remains 
this consolation — it is not long before the weary are at 
rest. Having passed throogh so many of the toils of 
Hfe, yoa may sarely now, when yoor pilgrimage is 
coming to a close, bear without impatience the hard- 
ships of its conclading stage. If the road be ragged 
and anoTen, yet yoa shall soon arriye at yoor joamey's 
end. If the cross be heaw, yoa haTe not to carry it &r. 
If year days are ctlL, it is some consolation to reflect that 
they are few in namber. In patience, then, possess yoor 
soal. Thoogh the conflict be seTere, it cannot last ; the 
seTerity of the straggle will hasten its end. The 
harden may be oppressiTe, bat instead of adding to its 
weight by fretfolness and complaint, sabmit to carry it a 
little farther, and yoa will be permitted to lay it down 
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honourably. At every sigh and tear you may say, I have 
another tear less to shed, another sigh less to heave. 
Christian, there is hope in thy end ; thy release from 
sorrow is as certain as the covenant, the oath of God can 
render it. That end is near ; a few years, nay, it may 
be a few weeks, a few days more, and your wearisome 
journey will be ended, and you will be at rest. Such a 
prospect should lead you to regard your present trials 
not with submission merely, but with joyfulness, and 
death itself with desire, for is there not hope in your 
end — a hope that maketh not ashamed? Could an 
heathen say, "If God would oflfer me the choice of 
renewing my age, and returning to my first childhood, 
I should heartily refuse it, for I should be loth, after I 
have passed so much of my race, to be called back from 
the goal to the place of my first setting out ?** and shall 
Christians have any lingering desires to continue in a 
world where every tie which connects them with life is 
broken? He who is the occupant of a miserable 
cottage, of which the walls are crumbling into decay, 
the furniture scanty, the winds of heaven blowing 
through its shattered roof, and broken windows, may 
well submit to these inconveniences, troublesome as they 
may be, if in a few days, or even months, he is to 
exchange it for a well furnished mansion, replete with 
every comfort. The mariner who has been long at sea, 
and has passed through innumerable perils, when he 
comes at length in sight of his native land, and sees 
the long desu'ed haven before him, thinks not, in his 
joyous anticipation of the blessings and welcomes of 
home, of the remaining toils that must intervene ; and 
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with heaven fully in your view, can you complain of the 
evils which attend the last stage of your existence here ? 
Though the voice of sorrow be heard in the house of 
your pilgrimage, the mansions of joy are opening to 
receive you, and calling you to the melodies of eternal 
peace. Yours is the glorious privilege to look across 
the gloom of the shadow of death, and behold those 
bright regions of light and joy that lie beyond it; 
regions whence sorrow, and sighing, and sin, are for ever 
excluded, where there is no more sickness, nor crying, 
nor pain ; where they " who have come out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb, stand before 
the throne of God, and serve him day and night in 
his temple; iind he that sitteth on the throne dwelleth 
among them. They hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more; neither doth the sun light on them, nor 
any heat. For the Lamb who is in the midst of the 
throne doth feed them, and leads them unto living 
fountains of waters ; and God wipes away all tears from 
their eyes." 

What a diflference between the Christian and others ! 
Let the wicked fear to die, for fearful is the fate that 
awaits them ; the sorrows they endure here are but the 
beginning of their woes ; every step brings them nearer 
not only to the grave, but to the burning gulf; they are 
hastening where there is darkness and no light, sorrow 
and no joy, torment and no end, no intermission ; death 
to them is the officer sent to arrest them, and to deliver 
them to the judge, that the judge may deliver them to the 
tormentors ; but to the Christian it comes in a different 
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form, as a messenger of mercy — a black messenger, it 
is true — but still a messenger of mercy, sent by his 
Heavenly Father to remove him from every thing by 
which he is annoyed and oppressed here, and to 
introduce him to the society of the heavenly temple, 
and to the enjoyment of the Paradise of God. 
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PART V. 



JOYOUS PROSPECTS AJS^D 
ANTICIPATIONS. 



" Come, Death, and help a weary pilgrim o'er 
Thy flood, and land me upon Canaan's shore, 
My everlasting rest. Lo ! here's my pass, 
Inscrib'd in His own blood, by Him who was, 
And is, and shall be. Jordan, cut thy stream, 
Thy channel dry. I bear my Father's name 
Upon my brow. I'm ravished with my crown, 
The sun outshining. Down, all glory down, 
This world can give. I see my heavenly home. 
The tree of life, floods gushing from the throne, 
Call me to bliss. Be gone, short woes, be gone ; 
I liv'd to die ; but now I die to live : 
I shall enjoy all that my God can give 
Me ; the sure promise to possession sends. 
Faith dies in sight, and hope in triumph ends." 



Y, 



'* That man whose heart is filled with heaven looks down upon 
earth, not indeed with contempt, but with indifference. He feels 
that he is a traveller to a more precious land, and all of the world 
that he wants is to pluck a flower here and there as he passes ; 
and to feel yet more, that the sooner he is at home, the sooner is 
his journey done and his struggle finished." — Cummiso. 

In descending the hiU of Kfe, and straggling with its 
nnmerous difficulties and trials, the Christian should 
daily employ himself in meditating on the prospect of a 
blessed immortality, since this subject, when suitably 
improved, will contribute both to the establishment of 
his principles and the flow of his peace. The hope of 
heaven is either directly or indirectly the source of his 
chief joys ; it is his best support under sorrow, for never 
does sorrow appear more light than when viewed in con- 
nexion with an " eternal weight of glory;" and it is the 
grand motive to a persevering resistance of sin, and a 
diligent pursuit of that holiness, without which no man 
can see the Lord. Heaven is the perfect state of the 
Christian both in respect of character and happiness, the 
consummation of all his toilS; the perfection of that 
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excellence, after which, amidst all the clouds which now 
obscure his vision, and the temptations which try his 
faith, and the sorrows which chequer his course on earth, 
he still aspires : and surely it is well that he who has 
begun the race, should keep his eye fixed on the goal, 
and the glorious prize ; that he who is struggling in the 
combat, should encourage himself by the thought of 
the results of victory ; that he who in the midst of a 
world of sin and corruption is earnestly aspiring after 
hoKness, should frequently turn his thoughts to heaven, 
where whatever is pure and lovely is embodied in the 
grand result of his present labours, and where the highest 
perfection of hohness is combined with the noblest, most 
exalted, and enduring blessedness. The prospects thus 
afforded inspirits and animates him, when otherwise he 
would be oppressed with gloom and discouragement ; it 
enlivens the solitudes which bereavement and decays of 
nature have produced ; it becomes a substitute for the 
scenes and charms which have faded and fled ; it engages 
and comforts, now the days are come in which he says, 
" I have no pleasure in them :" and thus, while the out- 
ward man perisheth, the inward man is renewed day by 
day. 

Aged pilgrim, gird up the loins of thy mind, take 
the telescope of faith, and let me aid thee in attempt- 
ing to climb the mount where Moses stood when he 
surveyed the promised land, the inheritance which God 
had promised, that thou mayest contemplate with a clear 
and steady gaze the deUghtful prospects which there pre- 
sent themselves, — prospects so cheering and enrapturing, 
and so well calculated, to chase from the heart every 
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gloomy and distressiiig feeling, and to swell thj bosom 
with gratitade and jojons anticipation. Mueh, indeed, 
there is in the fcitnre that is dim and shadowy, and which 
admits not of distinct Tision ; clonds and darkness rest 
npon it, nerertheless there are many objects that stand 
oat prominently in the prospect, and on which the re<> 
splendent light of revelation so folly rests, as to remove 
all donbt, and admit of clear and joyous contemplation ; 
for example : 

There is the prospect of an entire freedom from all 
the UU of our present condition. This world has been 
emphatically termed a '' Yale of tears.'* To all, even the 
happiest, the truth of this is more or less felt. No one 
is thoroughly at ease in his condition ; some vexation 
disquiets, some passion corrodes, some distress, either 
felt or feared, gnaws like a worm the root of our felicity. 
Passing by the earlier periods of our existence, how many 
are the sorrows which weigh down the aged and weary 
pilgrim ! How many personal distresses, and domestic 
trials, and severe bereavements can he reckon up I It is 
true he can also tell of many blessings ; many drops of 
mercy has God poured in to qualify the bitterness of his 
cup ; many of the ills he has experienced have been con- 
verted into blessings ; they have been as the pruning- 
knife to the vine, — as medicine to the sick, — as the rod 
to a refractory child : many more have been necessary 
to wean the affections from earth, and to induce a pre- 
paration for a better world ; still they have partaken of 
the character of a painful discipline, invariably unpleasing 
to flesh and blood. To beings habituated to a state of 
existence so extensively formed of these distressing mate- 

I 
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rials, how delightful is the prospect of the heavenly state! 
All the ills of mortality are only in yonder upper world 
as waters that are poured out, or as the dreams of a 
winter's night. A cold countenance, a diseased frame, 
a sorrowful heart, are not seen within the gates of the 
holy city. There are no wearisome nights ; there are no 
restless days of pain ; there are no anxious cares, nor 
heavy disappointments, to interrupt the tranquillity that 
prevails ; there are no treacherous friendships ; tiiere 
are no painful separations that wound and agonise the 
heart — no bitter lamentations ov€r the loss of relatives 
dear to the soul ; ** there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain ; 
for the former things are passed away." Let the aged 
Christian, then, who has been long tossed on the ocean 
of life, take comfort. Many a lowering sky have you 
seen, many a dark and tempestuous night have you ex- 
perienced. The lightnings have flashed, and the thun- 
ders have rolled around your head; the storms and 
hurricanes of life have assailed you, and the shafts of 
death have fallen thick around you, but you have before 
you the prospect of a brighter world, where the sun never 
goes down, where the sky is ever serene, where bright 
and eternal day ever reigns, and where tho tempests of 
life are for ever hushed. Now this will be no trifling 
attainment, — to have blessings without change, health 
without sickness, and pleasure without pain, — the bloom 
without the blight — the sunshine without the cloud — 
peace that nothing can disturb — happiness that nothing 
can alloy. How exhilirating the anticipation ! 
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** With joy the sailor, long by ocean tost, 
Spreads all his canvas for the distant coast ; 
With joy the hind, his daily labour done, 
Sees the broad shadows, and the setting sun ; 
With joy the slave, worn out with tedious woes, 
Beholds the bliss that liberty bestows," 

And if the sailor thus joys, though the tempest must 
be again braved ; and the labourer, though the morrow's 
sun must awaken him to new toils; and the slave, 
though for a time he must wear the galling chain, 
how delightful to think of the joy that will be felt when 
the howl of the last tempest has died away ; when the 
last labour is completed ; when the last pang of misery 
has escaped the heart, and the last tear is dried up ! 

There is the prospect of a complete deliverance from 
sin and all its temptations^ So long as man continues 
an inhabitant of earth he is subject to various tempta* 
tions to sin, evils assail him both from without and from 
within, all instigating him to step aside from the living 
God, It is true, the consequences of sin are such as 
ought ever to deter us from yielding to temptation, for 
every sin carries its own sting along with it : every trans- 
gression is the harbinger of misery in time as well as in 
eternity ; sweet as sin may be to the taste, in the end it 
is always found impregnated with bitterness and woe. 
But alas ! we carry about with us a corrupt nature, an 
evil heart of unbelief ever ready to depart from the 
living God. The sin within us is indeed subdued by 
regenerating grace, but still it continues to exist, and it 
remains like so many noxious weeds, perpetually spring- 
ing up to vex and annoy : or like smouldering embers, 
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it is ever ready to break oat into a flame when tempta* 
tion is presented. It is trae, the salTation of the Gospel 
includes deliyerance from aU in-bred sin, for *^ the blood 
of Jesos Christ eleanseth as from all sin;'' and He 
promises, ^* from all yoor filthiness will I cleanse von ; " 
yet even then we are not free from external temptations, 
and we also remain the subjects of ignorance, weakness, 
and infirmity, which form so many ayenaes by which 
temptation can reach as with adya^tage. Bat alas! 
how few Christians comparatiyely enjoy this grace, and 
the consequence is, that coming short of the frill sanc- 
tification of their nature, they daily feel a law in their 
members warring against the law of their mind, the 
flesh lusting against the spirit, causing continual anxiety 
and distress, and many fears and misgiyings, which 
cause them to hang their harp upon the willows, exclaim- 
ing, *' O wretched man that I am, who shall deUyer me 
from the body of this death ?" 

Then temptations to sin are almost iucessant. There 
is no situation in life that has not excitements to sin 
peculiar to itself, whether youth or age, wealth or 
poyerty, health or sickness. Let a man go where he 
will, let him frequent the busy haunts of men, or shut 
himself up in the solitary cell; let him go to the 
crowded city, or the sequestered dale ; let him repair to 
the noisy market-place, or enter the sanctuary of God, 
he finds himself in danger either from without or from 
within, temptations to evil everywhere present them- 
selves. How dangerous, then, is the condition of the 
Christian when he is constantly inhaling infected air, 
habitually living in an atmosphere impregnated with 
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death, when he can scarcely take a step in Kfe mthout 
meeting with some hidden snare ; how much need has 
he to watch continually, and to pray incessantly that he 
enter not into temptation ; well may he long to depart 
and be with Christ, to inherit that region where sin 
cannot exist, where the wiles of Satan can no more 
tempt, where there will be full deUverance from all those 
soul misgivings, those unhappy suggestions, those 
unholy desires and sinful fears which have so often 
agitated and distressed him, and caused him to exclaim, 
" Oh, that I had wings like a dove, that I might flee 
away and be at rest ! " 

Aged reader, what are thy feelings ? Have you felt the 
fierce buffetings of temptation, the inward conflicts of 
flesh and spirit, the violence of the sin that most easily 
besets you ? Have you deeply deplored, from time to 
time, your backslidings and shortcomings ? Have your 
struggles with temptation without, and corruption 
within, caused you often to cry aloud, and' to shed many 
bitter tears ; then to you how welcome must be the 
prospect of an entire deliverance from all those sources 
of unhappiness and distress ! Hail, happy world ! where 
the spirits of just men are made perfect ; where all sin 
and corruption are left far and for ever behind. No con- 
demning conscience is found there ; no unhallowed 
appetites there ; no disordered affections there ; no 
incitements to sin there ; Satan can tempt no longer ; 
his devices to deceive and destroy are all at an end. There 
our struggles will be all over, our conflicts for ever 
ended. Enemies can no more assault, error no more 
mislead, temptation no more harass, evil examples no 
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more lead as astray. There the heart shall no mort^ 
be grieved by sights and sounds cf an and folly, there 
all the inhabitants are *^pnre, as Gcd is pure," ** perfect 
as their Father in heaven is perfect." Being freed from 
mn and temptation, they are freed from all feaar, they 
enjoy a delightful sense of security, and th^efore dwell 
in peace. In this world the grace oi God is compared 
to seed sown in the earth ; to how many hazards is it 
exposed before it becomes rooted in tiie ground ; and 
after it has i^rong up, from the blade to the full com 
in the ear, how many threatening dangers keep our fears 
alive ; nor are those fears removed until it is gathered 
into the gamer. This is the state of the blessed in 
heaven ; they are safely housed ; no longer in the field 
endangered by storm and bUght, but gathered into the 
gamer, where fear .cannot enter, and where, free frt>m 
all possibility of falling, they may give full scope to 
their joy. 

There is the prospect of having our entire nature 
renewed and perfected j both in body and soul. We begin 
with the body, the inferior piu-t. The body and soul 
are essential parts of man, and however inferior the one 
may be to the other, yet the body is necessarily con- 
nected with the soul in all the exercises of piety here, 
and its future resurrection is spoken of in Scripture as 
essential to the final and perfect happiness of the Chris- 
tian. If, indeed, the body were to be raised up no 
better than when laid down, it might be considered a 
bane rather than a benefit, as an imprisoning of the soul 
agam, and the burdening of it afresh after it had been 
freed from its fetters and load. In our present state^ 
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oiir bodily frame is in itself imperfect ; it is vitiated by 
disease, liable to frequent derangement, and easily over- 
come by fatigue ; it is often a source of temptation, and 
a hindrance to devotion, the occasion of much pain and 
distress, and not unfrequently it clouds the mind with 
gloom and depression. Hence, to lay down the body 
is looked upon by many as a deliverance, and judging 
of the future by their present feeHngs, the prospect of 
re-assuming it excites but little desire. The aged man 
looks upon his feeble, tottering, wrinkled, worn-out 
frame, filled with aches and pains ; and thinks how much 
he has endured in the earthly tabernacle, and fr'om it, 
and he appears to derive more pleasure in the prospect of 
quitting the frail tenement than of its re-occupation. 
But when raised, the body shall be fitted to become 
the habitation of a glorified and immortal spirit, and a 
most useful and delightful companion throughout eter- 
nity. It will not be a prison, a burden, a hindrance, 
but a help ; and in the possession of this residence, the 
soul will become greater, holier, and happier. Let not 
the reader stumble at difficulties, for difficulties there 
are none to Infinite power, to that power we refer it ; 
the whole is a miracle. There are two ways by which 
the Scriptures elevate our ideas of the glorified 
body. The first is to contrast it with the body 
we now have. ** So is the resurrection of the body.'' 
"It is sown in dishonour." It has its less honour- 
able parts, as well as its more noble and dignified 
members. It is subject to deformities which make 
it hideous ; to losses and defects, which make it 
useless; and in its most beautiful state its best 
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bononrs fade and depart with yonth, and turn into the 
wrinkles and decrepitude of age. But " it will be raised 
in glory." The glory of unblemished righteousness, 
and the unspotted loTeliness of a perpetual spring. It 
will be without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing ; a 
delight to every eye that looks upon it, without one dis- 
honourable member, without one disqualifying infirmity. 
The body is sown as it had liyed, " in weakness," in 
utter inability to labour without weariness in any work, 
however good or great. The powers of the body are 
unable to fulfil the lofty desires of the understanding, or 
to obey the higher aspirations of the soul. The mind 
museth many things in its activity and strength — the 
body weigheth it down in its musings. The spirit 
searcheth even the deep things of God, but the languid 
incapacity of the sluggish flesh is unable to bear the 
weight of its desires ; the mind can do many things, 
but the weakness of the body hindereth. It circum- 
scribes our longings after wisdom, checks us in our 
pursuits after truth. It is a clog to our devotions, and 
an impediment to our usefulness. It is a feeble and 
unready instrument of the will, ever disappointing our 
best wishes, and leaving our best ideas unfulfilled. But 
** it will be raised in power," no longer liable to fatigue 
and lassitude, to infirmity and disease. Its capacities 
of activity, endurance, and motion, will be fully adequate 
to every service it is required to render. It will feel no 
decay of strength, never be weary in well doing, and 
never sink under its burden ; ever vigorous, healthy, and 
strong, capable of serving God in His temple day and 
night. "It is sown a natural body," subject to the 
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same laws and inconyemences as the bodies of other 
animals, sustained by breath, and food, and sleep ; liable 
to disease, decay, and death ; but '' it shall be raised a 
spiritual body;" then all the inconveniences of this 
mere animal life shall be laid aside. It will still be a 
body, but a body suited to a spiritual world, sustained 
and exercising its powers without waste, weariness, 
decay, or the necessity of having its powers recruited by 
food and sleep ; a spiritual body, and therefore holy in 
all its feelings, desires, and wants, suited to a spiritual 
world where all is holy and intellectual, and where no 
objects of sense debase or distract the mind. 

A second method by which the inspired writers aid 
our conceptions of the resurrection body, is to assure us 
of its conformity to the glorified body of Christ, "who 
shall change our vile body, and fashion it like unto his 
own glorified body." Observe the model. The body of 
Christ, not as bom of Mary, not as seen by the Jews, 
but as it appeared after His ascension, as it is now seen 
in heaven. In this glory He appeared to Saul of Tarsus, 
He shone above the brightness of the sun, and struck 
him blind. In this glory He was seen by John in the 
Isle of Patmos, ** His countenance was as the sun 
shining in his strength," and though he had once been 
familiar with Him, and had leaned on His bosom, ** he 
fell at his feet as dead." How glorious must be that 
body in which He now governs the world, in which He 
will judge the universe, through which we shall all hold 
our intercourse with Deity. Yet a conformity to His 
glory is not a privilege too great for our hope. How 
animating the thought ! this frail, diseased, corruptible, 
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and humbled body ; this body so soon to be laid in the 
grave, and resigned to corruption and to worms, will 
hereafter put on a new form, and be clothed with 
immortality. It will be what the body of Christ now 
is. What a change ! Christian, go and look on the 
feeble and crawling caterpillar, and see it changed to 
the gay and gilded butterfly, yesterday a creeping and 
offensive insect ; to-day resplendent with beauty, sport- 
ing in the sunbeam, and regaling on flowery sweets, and 
see a faint image of the transformation thy body is 
destined to undergo. Mark again the change from the 
cold death of winter, to the life, beauty, and fragrance 
of spring, and behold another image of the change thou 
shalt experience, and a proof also that the same wonder- 
working power that effects the one, can and will effect 
the other also. Well, therefore, may you say, 

" Then let the worms demand their prey. 
The greedy grave my flesh consume* 
With joy I drop my mouldering clay. 
And rest till my Kedeemer come/' 

If the change which shall be experienced by the body, 
the inferior part of our nature, be thus animating and 
consolatory, how much more that which shall take place 
in the immortal spirit / That will include an entire 
deliverance from all the imperfections which characterise 
it here, and a full restoration to the image or likeness of 
God. To that image St. Paul tells us all the children 
of God are predestined to be conformed. This is indis- 
pensable to their admission into heaven. No evil of any 
^^d can accompany us there^ Into that high sanctuary 
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nothing can enter that defileth, or worketh abomination. 
It is an asylum for pure and holy spirits. That is a 
great change which takes place on earth when the sinner 
is converted to God ; for then the enmity of the carnal 
^ind to God and the things of God is subdued ; then 
the aflfections which had been placed solely on things 
base, sordid, and earthly, are changed, purified, and 
fixed on things above. By that change he is translated 
from a state of guilt and misery into a state of grace and 
happiness. Being thus renewed in the spirit of his 
mind, the image of God is in some degree impressed 
upon him ; at the first, the features, though real, are dull 
and faint, and are often defaced by ignorance, infirmity, 
and weakness, but by a constant contemplation of the 
glory of God, the features become more marked and 
visible, the resemblance more striking and impressive, 
and he is changed into the same image from glory into 
glory. This is a great change, but another transition is 
necessary to perfect this blessedness, — he must be trans- 
lated from a state of grace into a state of glory. In 
the former his holiness is imperfect. The action and 
progress of the soul are often retarded by the imperfec- 
tion of its knowledge, the weakness of its faith, and the 
power of temptation, but in a future state it shall attain 
to a perfect resemblance to the divine image. The 
Christian shall be "presented faultless before the 
presence of his God with exceeding joy;" for ** Christ 
loved the Church, and gave himself for it, that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it, and present it unto himself, a 
glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing." The completion of our sanctification, the per- 
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fection of our moral nature in heaven will be in itself 
one of the chief sources of our happiness, as well as a 
mean of qualifying us for the enjoyment of all the other 
springs of comfort which heaven contains, 

O how vast the difference betwixt the state of believere^^ 
on earth and their state in heaven, — ^between sanctifi- 
cation begun through grace, and sanctification perfected 
in glory 1 Here holiness appears as in its first dawn, 
like the morning twilight, gradually progressive indeed, 
and the harbinger of perfect day, yet still dim and 
obscure, and frequently overspread with clouds ; but 
there it shall shine in meridian splendour, a sun 
without a cloud, and without a decline. Here while the 
believer is in part transformed into the image of Christ 
by the partial and obscure ^dews he obtains of his 
character, yet as he " sees only through a glass darkly," 
Christ's image in his soul is imperfect, in proportion as 
his knowledge is defective, but there " he shall see him 
face to face." "When Christ shall appear, he shall be like 
Him, ^* for he shall see him as he is." How delightful 
the anticipation, to look upon Him " whom having not 
seen we have loved;" — to behold His unclouded face, — 
to see Him in all His excellence ; how will the sight 
draw forth all the powers of the soul, and fill its utmost 
capacities with the most rapturous affection ! And then, 
how animating to think, that by constantly contemplating 
the glory of Christ, always receiving the direct, unob- 
structed beams of that glory, the soul shall unceasingly 
increase in perfection and happiness, — shall be con- 
stantly receiving fresh accessions of intellectual enjoy- 
ment, of moral excellence, of heavenly bliss, and thus 
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be ever approximating nearer and nearer to the moral 
image of Christ ; yet still, from the constitution of a 
finite nature, at an infinite distance from it* 

There is the prospect of enjoying in the heavenly 
world, the presence, and hve, and friendship of Christ, 
without interruption, and without restriction. What an 
attraction is thus presented. The presence and love of 
Christ constitute the prime source of the Christian's 
enjoyment here on earth. This it is which sustains 
him in his arduous duties, his painful conflicts, and hi&j 
diversified sorrows ; hence he is often led to sing, 

** In darkest shades if Thou appear, 
My dawning is begun ; 
Thou art my soul's bright morning star, 
And thou my rising sun." 

But, alas I his experience is chequered and variable, 
occasionally overspread by darkening clouds ; in seasons 
of trial and temptation his faith sometimes fails him, 
and he becomes harassed with disquieting doubts and 
fears ; complicated sorrows perhaps so far oppress him, 
that he is led querulously to ask, " If the Lord be with 
me, why has all this evil befallen me ?" Through un- 
faithfulness and unwatchfolness, he not unfrequently 
incurs guilt and condemnation, and Christ testifies His 
displeasure by withdrawing from him the light of His 
coimtenance, a result which occasions the greatest 
mental distress that a Christian can experience on 
earth. In his best frames, he has to lament the various 
impediments he meets with to interrupt communion and 
full enjoyment. He often thinks how highly privileged 
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were the disciples of Christ who companied with Him 
on earth, — who looked on His benignant countenance- 
listened to His gracious words, leaned on His bosom, and 
received such repeated assurances of His love and favour. 
Can he, then, do otherwise than look forward with the 
deepest emotions of joy to the prospect of spending an 
eternity in His presence ? In His last prayer for His 
disciples, Christ said, " Father, I will that they whom 
thou hast given me be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory.'* And His glory they do behold, 
yes, 

" The saints in His presence receive 
Their great, their eternal reward, 
In Jesus, in heaven they live 

They reign in the smile of their Lord.'' 

Then, delightful thought ! there shall be no sin in 
the redeemed to cause the Lord to hide His face from 
them for a single moment; there shall be no cloud to 
obscure their sky; no frown shall ever, be seen on the 
Saviour's countenance, no reproof shall ever be heard to 
fall from His lips. Then will He unveil His matchless 
beauties to the enraptured gaze of His redeemed people ; 
then will He lay open the inexhaustible treasures of His 
grace for their enjoyment, and admit them to the most 
intimate and endearing commimion vrith Himself. 
What a heaven of bliss must His people enjoy when 
they are thus permitted to carry on a perpetual corres- 
pondence with their Saviour God, — always deluged with 
His blessings, — delighted with His presence, — ravished 
by the most tender, endearing, and glorious evidences of 
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His love. This is indeed the consummation of bliss. 
As the rising of the sun transforms the face of nature, 
and converts the whole extent of space over which his 
beams are spread into a region of light and glory, so 
shall the presence of Christ, as soon as it is revealed, 
diffuse finished and universal bliss over all who behold 
it. It will impart fulness of joy, and pleasures for 
evermore* " The Lamb which sitteth on the throne 
shall feed them, and lead them unto living fountains of 
water," 

There is the prospect of joining the most endeared and 
glorious society. As a social being, man is dependent on 
the society with which he mingles for a very large share 
of his personal happiness. One of the greatest and 
most solid of pleasures here is that of a tender friend- 
ship, an united society, an agreeable connexion with the 
wise and good. But this delight is as rare as it is 
precious. Then what a source of grief to us is the 
company of the wicked. Even in our choicest associa- 
tions, how many drawbacks upon our happiness arise 
from imperfection, absence, separation, pain, sickness, 
and death. Hence some have been ready to envy the 
unrelated, unconnected individual whose anxieties and 
griefs are all personal. But **it is not good that man 
should be alone '* in any condition. It is better to follow 
the course of providence ; to cherish the intimacies of 
life; to improve and sanctify them ; and to look forward 
to a state where all impediments to social happiness 
shall be removed; where we shall join **the general 
assembly and church of the first-bom, which are written 
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in Heaven; the spirits of just men made perfect, and an 
innumerable company of angels." 

Aged Christian, it may be that thy social recollections 
are connected with much bitterness and sorrow ; but 
turn away from those painful reminiscences of the past, 
to anticipate the glorious future. How much is there in 
the prospect of the future to excite joyous expectation ! 
None of the evils which mar the joys of social inter- 
course in this world can possibly enter heaven. No 
injustice or ingratitude — no deception or unfaithfulness, 
— no strife or contention, — no pain or death shall dis- 
turb the peace of its inhabitants. There each one is 
holy, loving, and happy, and all feel that veneration and 
esteem for each other which arises from the mutual per- 
ception of spotless purity. There is everything lovely 
to attract esteem, and the most perfect love to show it. 
Everyone conscious of unmingled holiness within, ap 
proves and loves himself for that divine image which 
he finds in complete perfection stamped upon his charac- 
ter; and each one, in every view he casts around him is 
enraptured by beholding the same divine image shining 
and brightening in all the [members of the heavenly 
community. What bliss must be inspired as the saints 
behold in themselves, and in each other, an immortal 
loveliness ; when each one becomes a mirror to reflect 
the glories of the divine image, and when, in conse- 
quence, each one becomes perfectly enamoured of all. 
Where all is love there must be communion, and where 
there is nothing but perfection and happiness, it must 
be a communion of the most exquisite felicity. How 
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cheering to think, that we are Christians in the way to 
heaven, and in a little time we shall be united to its 
glorious inhabitants ; and then we shall hold converse 
with all the wisest men that ever existed on the earth, — 
with tho patriarchs, and prophets, and saints of old, — 
with the apostles, confessors, and martyrs of our faith, 
— with the reformers, and witnesses for God's truth in 
all ages and nations, — ^with every man that ever loved 
God and his Christ throughout the world. And what 
brings it nearer to ourselves, and our own families, we 
shall there meet again with all our Christian relatives 
and friends whose death we live to deplore : we shall be 
reunited to them by bonds that shall never be broken ; 
we shall hve with them, and rejoice with them in the 
heavenly kingdom. That is indeed a transcendent 
vision. 



(( 



Which paints the lost on earth revived in heaven/' 



and yet not more transcendent than true, for the apostle 
designing to comfort the brethren respecting them that 
sleep, points to their meeting again, and spending an 
eternity in heaven together, as a reason why believers 
should not sorrow for the dead as those who have no 
hope. " For if we beUeve that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with Him." And, oh ! what joyful congratula- 
tions must then be interchanged between parents and 
children, — husbands and wives, — brothers and sisters, — 
friend and friend, who have often prayed for each other 
on earth, and sympathised with each other in their con- 

E 
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flicts, temptations, and sorrows, when victorious over 
every enemy, and having surmounted every difficulty and 
danger, they shall meet around the throne in heaven 
Now the aged Christian may appear as one strif^ped and 
peeled, he may feel himself solitary and alone, friends 
and relatives have been gradually removed, one after an- 
other by the hand of death ; he looks mournfully round 
his solitary habitation, and says, " Lover and friend hast 
thou put far from me ; " but let him think of the short 
interval which exists between the present moment and 
that which shall restore them to his embrace, not as 
when he parted from them, the victims of weakness, 
disease, and death, but renewed, perfected and glorified, 
to know separation no more. Surely with this confi- 
dence, he may well be content to endure his isolation a 
little longer, —to stand on the tomb of the endeared 
ones who are gone, without a repining thought, calm and 
undisturbed, and even rejoice over the solitude of the 
grave as a prelude to the fellowship of immortality. 

Aged Christian, fellow-traveller to eternity, we have 
now surveyed together, from Pisgah's height, some of 
the delightful prospects which from thence present them- 
selves to view; we have had a few glimpses of that 
** better land *' which God by covenant and by oath hath 
given and secured to His faithful people as an inheri- 
tance for ever : they have been but glimpses, the imper- 
fection of our nature, which prevents us from holding 
communion with things unseen and eternal but by 
means of those which are seen and temporal, the defects 
of our vision, and the partial obscuration that exists, 
lead to the conclusion that we have contemplated but a 
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small portion of the beauties and glories of the heavenly 
rest; "we know but in part;" — "we see through a 
glass darkly." " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive that 
fulness of bliss which God hath prepared for them that 
love him ; '* yet the little we have seen and felt is suffi- 
cient to excite the most intense longings in the believ- 
ing heart. happy end of life's short pilgrimage ! 
Happy, happy they who thus rest in the presence of 
God ! their conflicts are all over, — their sorrows are all 
ended, and joy unutterable is become their portion for 
ever, yes, for ever and ever : their sun shall never go 
down, nor shall one ray of its glory ever be eclipsed by 
an overshadowing cloud. The sentient nature of the 
saints shall never decay, nor their moral nature become 
disordered, nor their intellectual vision grow dim, nor 
their society be reduced either by disease or death, nor 
their union with and enjoyment of the Saviour come to 
an end. Before them stretches one eternal day of bliss. 
What are all our sufferings here in comparison of felicity 
like this ? "I reckon," says the apostle, " that the 
sufferings of. the present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory that shall be revealed ; " and there 
is but a short moment, for so the same apostle repre- 
sents it, between us and this eternity of bliss. It is 
true that death intervenes, 

" Death like a narrow sea divides 
This heavenly land from ours ;'* 

its waves look dark, turbid, and troubled ; they often 

e2 
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excite our fears, and cause us " to stand shivering on 
the brink/* yet we must needs die, here there is no 
escape ; as in old time, the children of Israel could not 
enter the promised land without passing through 
Jordan, so must we ford the waters that separate earth 
from heaven, but the Lord can so order it, that either 
like them we shall pass the bed of the waters drj-shod ; 
or, if not, he will fulfil that precious promise, " When 
thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee ; 
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee." 
Surely this is enough. Then doubt not, — fear not, but 
say with the Psalmist, " Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for 
thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff they comfort 
me." Look across the water-floods to the country 
beyond, a most ecstatic scene will then burst on your 
delighted eyes. Lo ! the heavenly country, the holy • 
city rises before you ! The spires of the heavenly Jeru- 
salem glitter in your view. Already you feel the refresh- 
ing gales which blow from Canaan's shore, and catch 
occasionally in the breeze the distant melodies of its in- 
habitants. With such a prospect before you, can you 
give place to doubt or despondency ? Surely not. In 
the spirit of faith, and hope, and gratitude, look forward 
to the blessed results of a faithful continuance in well- 
doing ; so will you rise above all the afflictions and trials 
that may now attend you ; the spirit of holy joy and 
triumph will take possession of your bosom; even 
amidst scenes of sorrow, and pain, and bereavement, 
you shall joy in the God of your salvation, and it shall 
be a joy unspeakable and full of glory. In anticipation 
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of the crown promised to those who faithfully endure 
the cross, you will say — 



« 



In hope of that immortal crown, 

I now the cross sustain, 
And gladly wander up and down, 

And smile at toU and pain ; 

I suflfer out my three-score years, 
Till my Deliverer come, 

And wipe away His servant's tears. 
And take his exile home." 



It is probable that to some readers this chapter may 
be wholly inapplicable, because you are strangers to 
Christian experience, for when did you repent of 
sin ? When did you flee to Christ from a deep con- 
viction of guilt, helplessness, and danger, crying, "Lord 
save, or I perish ! " When were you made partakers, 
by the renewing grace of God, of a new and spiritual 
life ? What do you know of communion with God, or 
of a life of faith in the Son of God ? You say, perhaps, 
that you hope to go to heaven when you die, but what is 
your real condition with regard to that eternal world on 
the brink of which you are now standing ? Have you a 
title to heaven ? This results from relationship : "If 
children, then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Christ?" Have you any meetness for the inhe- 
ritance of the saints in light? Without this you 
cannot see the kingdom of God — not only for want of 
permission, but for want of capacity. Threatenings 
are not necessary to exclude ; your corrupt nature is a 
sufficient barrier. The excellency of the state cannot 
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make you happy without an adaptation to it ; your con- 
trariety of taste and temper to everything which heaven 
presents would make you miserable, even if admitted 
there. Heaven would be no heaven to the devil and 
his angels, and it could not be so to you. Have you 
anything that is congenial to heaven ? Heaven is a 
holy place. Are you hungering and thii'sting after 
righteousness ? It consists in the presence and worship 
of Christ ; can you say, 

" Thy presence makes my paradise, 
And where thou art is heaven"? 

How sad is the condition of an aged sinner ; burdened 
with the guilt of a long life, and without any pre- 
paration for the eternity before him ! Is this case 
yours? Then it presents a spectacle more shocking 
than any other which earth can exhibit. How lamentable 
to think of golden opportunities thrown away, of a 
Saviour rejected, of the blood of atonement trampled 
under foot, of the Spirit resisted, the Bible neglected, 
heaven despised, and the world and sin put in the place 
of God ! How lamentable to think of the present hap- 
piness you are missing, the peace and consolation you 
are thrusting from you, the misery you are laying up for 
yourself, and the bitter waking up which is yet to come ! 
This would be sad were it witnessed in a young man : 
but he might plead the strength of his passions, the 
fascinations of the world, the snares of society, the 
prospect of future years : far different is your case ; the 
world has already left you ; your associates are mostly 
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gone down into the grave, and you are tottering over it 
through age and infirmity ; for you there is no excuse. 
Your conduct displays an infatuation hordering on mad- 
ness. Then there is the awful future. eternity, 
eternity ! How terrible to spend eternity not merely in 
a state of separation from God, but under His righteous 
indignation; to feel the gnawings of the worm that 
ever dies, the scorchings of the fire that never is 
quenched, and that for ever and ever. How overwhelm- 
ing the prospect ! Who can bear the thought of this ? 
Flee, sinner, flee from the wrath to come. " Turn ye, 
turn ye, why will ye die ?" pity yourself ! It is not 
yet too late. The Saviour stands before you in all the 
combined forms of power and of pity. He is able. He 
is willing to save to the uttermost. Seek Him while 
He may be found. Dare no longer to provoke the 
wrath of Almighty God. Prodigal like, arise and go 
unto your Father, and say, " Father, I have sinned, I 
have done wickedly; for thy great name's sake, have 
mercy on a wretch that deserves to die." Are you dis- 
couraged ? Does your conscience, acting the part of an 
accusing witness, rise up against you ? Does it say 
that you are an old sinner, that your sins are great and 
many, that they have been committed against much 
light, against many warnings and admonitions, many 
distinct and impressive calls of God ; that the aggra- 
vated nature of your transgressions stamps you as the 
chief of sinners. Is this true ? Then plead guilty to 
the charge ; cast yourself at the feet of Jesus, plead 
the blood shed for sinners. He has saved sinners as 
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vile and as guilty as you ; He has brought wandering 
souls from the very gates of hell. There is scarcely one 
class of sinners, or one class of crime, which is not spe- 
cifically mentioned in Scripture as having been pardoned. 
Read the Word of God, and hear the Saviour saying, in 
the language of gracious encouragement, "Him that 
Cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out." ** Come 
now," just as you are, " though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow ; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool." Thus the Word of 
God answers every objection, and should consequently 
remove all your fears, and encourage you to cast your 
guilty soul at His feet, saying, " If I perish, I will 
perish here ; " looking to and calling upon Jesus to 
pardon and to save you. Everything urges you to this. 
You are urged to it by the commands of God, by the 
blood of Christ, by the strivings of the Spirit, by the 
invitations of the Gospel, by the entreaties of ministers, 
by the brief and uncertain term of your existence, by 
your present sufi'erings, by the prospect of greater and 
never-ending woes; by all these you are urged now, 
without another hour's delay to surrender yourseK to 
the service of God, and by faith to commit yourself into 
the hands of the Redeemer. No sins are too many or 
too great to be pardoned and cleansed by His blood, if 
you repent of your sins and believe in Him. He came 
into the world expressly to seek and to save that which 
was lost ; and He invites all who are weary and heavy 
laden to come unto Him. He pardons the guilty. He 
justifies the ungodly, He sanctifies the unclean, He 
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enriches the poor, He saves the lost. No case is too 
desperate for the Friend of sinners to relieve ; no sinner 
will perish because Christ is unable to save Him ; the 
final irremediable ruin of sinners will be because they 
will not come unto Him that they may have life. K 
you cast yourself unreservedly on His merits, submitting 
to be freely saved by grace, then will He have mercy 
upon you, and abundantly pardon. For where sin hath 
abounded grace doth much more abound. Therefore 
fear not, doubt not ; a broken and contrite heart God 
will not despise. But there must be no delay, moments 
are precious. With you the day is far spent, the night 
is at hand. Oh ! that you may employ the brief por- 
tion that remains in working out your salvation with 
fear and trembling. Now is faith to be had, saving 
faith. Now you may be washed from all your sins in 
the Redeemer's blood, justified, sanctified, and prepared 
for heaven. Take, I beseech you, the time while it is 
given you. You have now the means of grace to use ; 
the ordinances of God to enjoy ; His Word to read and 
hear ; His ministers to instruct you, and His members 
to advise and console you ; seize, O, seize the golden 
opportunity, lest the things which belong to your peace 
be for ever hid from your eyes. Should you turn a 
deaf ear to the voice of warning and entreaty, should 
you continue still to loiter, and delay, and trifle, how 
will you dare to meet the king of terrors? When 
death approaches, and you find yourself on the brink of 
eternity, what shall reconcile you to dissolution, or 
enable you without dismay to enter into the unknown 



138 THE DOWNHILL OF LIFE. 

• 

world ? Then, in that honest hour, yon will see and 
condemn yonr folly, every vain excuse will vanish, 
shadows will retire, and realities assume their proper 
form and place. Then will yon see that you have com- 
mitted an irretrievable mistake. You will see the grave 
before you, and no repentance there. The . summons 
into eternity must be obeyed, the final irreversible sen- 
tence must be pronounced, the everlasting state must 
be fixed ; and what horrors of despair ! What agonies 
of distress ! What anticipations of punishment will 
then torture your departing spirit ! Dreadful scene ; 
The moment of dissolution approaches; the door of 
mercy finally closes ; life and time expire ; eternity, 
and, what is more awfal still, damnation commences. 
In that moment hope perishes, and the never-dying 
sinner sinks down under the insupportable load of 
unpardoned guilt into the bottomless pit of everlasting 
perdition. But you may die suddenly, without time 
for reflection, or you may sink into imbecility, or uncon- 
sciousness; and then, how awfol, when your spirit 
passes into eternity, for it to awake to the fearful dis- 
covery that it is lost ! Lost for ever ! Do you shrink 
and tremble, as you contemplate so terrible a cata- 
strophe ; then thank God that the die is not cast ; the 
door is yet open ; the voice of mercy still proclaims, 
"Let the wicked forsake his ways, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, 
and He will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for 
He will abundantly pardon." Turn, then, to the 
Saviour of sinners, saying — 
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Jiist as I am, without one plea, 
But that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thon bidst me come to thee, 
Oh, Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am, and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark spot, 
To thee whose blood can cleanse each blot, 
Oh, Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am — poor, wretched, blind — 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind- 
Yes, all I need in thee to find ; 
Oh, Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am — thy grace I own 
Has broken every barrier down ; 
Now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
Oh, Lamb of God, I come. 
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